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As we celebrate the Chinese Youth League of Australia’s 80th anniversary, this is a perfect opportunity to reflect on
what we have achieved during our long history, and to look forward to an exciting future.

In 1939, a group of young Chinese in Australia formed the CYL to raise funds to support China’s war of resistance
against Japanese imperialism.

When the Japanese started the Pacific War in 1942, the CYL mobilised displaced Chinese workers to help man the
Australian convoys transporting war supplies to the front and take part in the construction of Warragamba Dam.
Their efforts made an invaluable contribution towards the success of the Australian war effort in the Pacific.

At the end of the war, the CYL was at the forefront of the fight for the legitimate rights of Australia’s Chinese
population, campaigning against the discrimination and racism of the White Australian Policy. CYL members gave
assistance to workers in difficulties, organised petitions and helped people gain residency status. Their unstinting
efforts won the respect of the Chinese community, and laid the foundations for future development.

On 1st October 1949, the CYL was proud to be the first organisation in Sydney to raise the homemade national flag
of China to celebrate the founding of the People’s Republic of China. In later years the CYL helped facilitate friendly
people-to-people exchanges between the two countries, becoming a bridge for cultural exchange.

In our 80 years, we have proudly maintained and upheld the legacy of our predecessors. We have put on
cultural, social, sporting and recreational events for the Australian-Chinese community, and supported welfare
organisations and charitable causes.

As Australia has evolved into a multicultural country, CYL has gradually amended its aims and objectives. We
celebrate and value the benefits of cultural diversity for all Australians, and actively participate in community
activities to promote multiculturalism.

Some of our longest-serving CYL members are now well past their youth — but we frequently see second and third
generations of children and grandchildren joining the organisation and contributing to the maintenance of their
Chinese heritage. CYL members can be proud of what the organisation has achieved through their commitment,
dedication and hard work.

In conclusion, we look forward to continuing CYL'’s fine tradition of serving the Chinese community, taking an active
role in promoting cross-cultural relations, and fostering friendship between China and Australia. We trust that the
coming decades will be as successful as those behind us. Here’s to another 80 years of progress!
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Gladys Berejiklian MP
Premier of New South Wales

Gladys Berejiklian MP

Pramiar of A

Chinese Youth League — 30" Anniversary

It frry great pleasune bo congraiuiata past and present membens of tha Chinaes Youth
Leaguae of Austraia &8 you celabrate your 80™ anniversary.

Founded in 1834, tha Chinese Youth Leagua is onae of Australia's lonpess-sening community
organisations, prormoling friendship betwesn he wo nalions.

Criar thad ime, it has nurtured Chingse cullurs ina new tand and played a key role in
organising iradibonal festvals m Sydney.

On behalf of the NSW Governmant, | sincerely thank former and curment office-holders for
Iheir sagnilfican contrilautions 10 our kanmonious multcultural sockty.
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Gladys Berejildian MP
Premier
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Jodi McKay MP
New South Wales Labor Leader

NEW Leader of the Opposition
Shadow Minister for Multiculturalism

MESSAGE FROM JODI MCKAY MP
NSW LABOR LEADER
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| am delighted to extend my best wishes and congratulations to the Chinese Youth
League of Australia (CYL) on its 80™ Anniversary.

| commend the extensive effort by the association to promote Chinese culture, foster
friendship and goodwill between Australia and China and undertaking charitable work.

| proudly represent an electorate where Chinese is the single largest ancestry and
understand the important role organisations like yours play in promoting the culture
and interests of Chinese people and extending community relationships.
Multiculturalism is one of Australia’s strengths and is fundamental to the prosperity of

aur natinn Ac Shadow Minietar for Mullicoboraliern | ek fonaaed $o continoing mv
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work with communities from all backgrounds.

| look forward to the confinuing success of the Chinese Youth League of Australia and
congratulate all those involved in the organisation’s 80 year history.

Yours sincerely,

“Faell Wﬂa}

NSW Labor Leader
Shadow Minister for Multiculturalism
Member for Strathfield
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CLOYER MOORE

Message from the Lord Mayor

1 send my congralulations and best wishas 1o tha Chineas Youlh League of Auslraka on the oocagion
of 5 eightiesh annivarsany

I recognise the Chinese communities' significant congnbusion to Sydney, China is now the main
sounce of inkemational visitons end shudams io Sydmey, &= well ag a laading trade and nvegiment
partner, Sydney's historic connections with China confinue b despen through cultural, educational,
BCONOMIC, and inerpensonal connecions.

Sinca ils incaplion in 1938, he Chiness Y ouilh Lesapue of Assiralia has connibuled 1o thess Beg by
actively promoting friendship betwesn cur twa countries, | commsnd its members, past and presand,
fior their linsless afforts b foster this relationship. | also congratulate e organisalion’s mone necant
mirvs fowards welare and charttable work, and its effors to promole muiticulburalism

The City of Sydney appreciates the significant contrbution the Chinese Yoush League makes to life in
Sydnay, espedally through members’ clive parlicipation in our anmual Lunar Mew Year evanis. We
Inok forward fo conbnuing our relaticnship wah the Chinese Youth League for many years to come

Cin behalf of the City of Sydney, | wish the Chinese Youth League of Aussralia and @5 supporters
confinued success, and healih and prosperity for Bhe fubure.

o

Loed Mayor of Sydnsy
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Gu Xiaojie
Consulate-General Of The People's

Republic Of China In Sydney

AR B 5 AR
CONSULATE GENERAL OF THE PEOFLE'S REFUBLIC OF CHINA IN 5YDNEY

19 Dunbdane Soreel, Camperdiwn, MNSW 05 Ausiralin

Tel: (02} 8595 BOO2  Fax: (02) 8505 3001  Website: hitp:isydeey.chineseconsalate ocg
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Australian council of Chinese organisations (AUSCOCO)
Hainanese Association of NSW, Australia

Australia Hainan Chamber of Commerce Inc.
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Warmest Congratulation & Best Wishes to
CYL 80th Anniversary Celebration !

Erom
Australian Council of Chinese Organizations (AUSCOCO)
Hamanese Asseciation of NSW. Australia

Australia Hainan Chamber of Commerce Inc.
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Australian Council for the Promotion of

Peaceful Reunification of China

Sy

BHNFEAFHE—RER
Australian Council for the Promotion of Peaceful Reunification of China
ABN 28 712 341 188
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Suite 61, 8-24 Kippax Street Surry Hills NSW 2010 Australia
Tel: (612) 92831108 Fax: (612) 92831107 Email: office@acppre.org.au
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Australian Chinese & Descendants
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Mutual Association
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The Australian Hokkien HuayKuan

Association
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B Tel: 92113319
{EE Fax:92113225
B email: info@fjhk.org.au
Hbiik Address:Suite280/ 398 Pitt St S
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CASS GROUP
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CASS GROUP
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C Ass Dedicated to Serve the Community

« REZHIRE o HmEAEES
o 3 FE TLBr o JESLIR B
« LK RIFIMAr « £S5 R AL R

www.cass.org.au
44-50 Sixth Avenue, Campsie NSW 2194, Australia

= (02) 9789 4587 RIFHESHE 2] &
cass@cass.org.ay Wl A EEHCASSHEERED Y
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History in brief

| CYL 80 Years History in Brief
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| have edited “CYL 80 Years History in Brief” in abridged form, based on CYL archives, minutes books and available
information. Due to inherent limitation, some discrepancy, incorrectness or inconsistency might occur in the edition

for which | sincerely apologise.

| 1939

July 1

Preparatory committee of “The Chinese Youth Dramatic
Association” was formed with the aims of raising funds
for China’s war of resistance against the Japanese
invasion. Fred Wong was elected as the president
of the organising committee and Bu Tak Wei as the
secretary. Clubhouse was leased at the mezzanine
floor of 66A Dixon Street.

August

First public fund-raising performance of a drama was
held at the hall of the Chinese Masonic Society. A
considerable of fund was raised

| 1940

Change of English name to “Chinese Youth Club”
and moved the premises to the first floor. A stage was
constructed for function and performance.

| 1942

With the increasing number of Chinese seamen stranded
in Sydney due to the breakout of the war in the Pacific,
the “Chinese Seamen’s Union” was formed, using the
Chinese Youth Club’s premises.

English name was changed to “Chinese Workers
Association”.

Participation in “May Day March” for the first time and
used the Club’s premises as office for the May Day
March Committee.

Branch association was formed at Lake Burragorang
Constitution was amended to accommodate the changed

composition of membership. English name of the
association was changed back to “Chinese Youth Club”.

| 1943

Melbourne and Brisbane branches were formed.

| 1944

The association’s emblem with the torch and rings was
approved and adopted.

Change of the English name to “Chinese Youth League”
(CYL) was adopted at the 6th annual general meeting

In response to Madame Sun Yat Sen’ call to aid the
Chinese anti-Japanese guerrillas, CYL took active part
in organising the “China Week” with Australian friends.
The money raised was sent to China destined for the
“International Peace Hospital” administered by Dr
Norman Bethune.

| 1948

Fred Wong the founder of CYL lost his life in a
maritime accident.

| 1949

1 October. Hailed the founding of the People’s Republic
of China and hoisted the first five star red flag (self-
made) in Australia.

| 1950

“San Lian Educational and Cultural Club” was formed
to combine CYL, Chinese Seamen Association and
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Kuomingtang Revolutionary Committee to promote
cultural activities.

| 1952

Assistance in the forming of the “Chinese Workers
Association” to fight the legitimate rights of and improve
working conditions for the Chinese “Indentured” workers.
A relief canteen was set up in CYL for the needy workers.

| 1954

CYL held joint meeting with the “Workers Association”
to discuss problems faced by Chinese workers from
overseas, their rights and resident status.

NSW was hit by severe flood. CYL organised fund-
raising among the Chinese community.

| 1956

Welcomed the Chinese Classical Theatre Troupe to
perform in Australia to promote cultural exchange.

| 1959

Joint celebration with Australia China Society for
the 10th anniversary of the founding of the People’s
Republic of China.

| 1960

A special general meeting was held to pass a resolution to
merge with the Chinese Workers’ Association in 2 stages.

| 1962
Final stage of merging with the Chinese Workers’

Association, culminating in the adoption of a new name:
“Chinese Youth League of Australia”.

| 1963

National Day Table Tennis tournament was held.

History in brief

| 1971

Grand celebration of the restoration of China’s seat in UN.

| 1972

Initiating the Chinese community to form the Chinese
Table Tennis Delegation Welcoming Committee of
Sydney” and the organising of a massive reception at
Paddington Town Hall.

A visit by the table tennis delegation to our clubhouse
for a reception and friendly matches.

| 1973

Joint organising the celebration dinner for the
establishment of diplomatic relationship between
Australia and China and the sending off of our first
Ambassador to China, Dr Stephen Fitzgerald.

Organised the first Australian Chinese China tour to
attend the National Day celebration in China, led by
the president, Arthur Chang.

Participated in the “Sydney Chinese Welcoming
Committee for the Chinese Diplomatic Delegation”
in organising the grand reception at the Hordern
Pavilion for the first Chinese Ambassador to Australia,
Wang Guo Quan. CYL representative addressed the
reception.

Welcomed the first Chinese Ambassador to Chinatown
and CYL

Joined with the Australia China Society to welcome the
Kwangchow Acrobatic Troupe performing in Sydney.

| 1974

Welcomed the first Chinese National Basketball Team.
A reception was held at CYL.

Donation and fund-raising for Darwin hurricane victims
through movie shows.
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Celebration of the 36th Anniversary: photographic
exhibition of CYL history, display of CYL historical relics,
commemorative bulletin, movie night, culminating in an
old and new members reunion reception.

Co-organised Youth China Tour with Chinese Fellowship
Association of Victoria.

| 1976

Passing of Premier Chou En-lai — mourning hall was
set up in CYL hall for the public to come to pay their
last respect. A memorial service was held.

Fund-raising for clubhouse campaign was in full swing
and donations kept coming in.

Participated in the State Government-sponsored
“Sydney Folkloric Festival”.

Clubhouse fund-raising bazaar was held at the Lower
Town Hall with folk dancing performance and movie
shows, acupuncture demonstration etc. Considerable
amount of funds was raised.

Passing of Chairman Mao — mourning hall was set
up in CYL hall for the public to come to pay the last
respect. A public memorial service was held at
Sydney Town Hall.

Youth friendship group visited Melbourne to call on
fraternal Chinese community organisations. The
receptions were overwhelming.

| 1977

As part of the “Clubhouse fund-raising project, a
“Chinese New Year Cultural Concert” was staged
at the NSW Conservatorium of Music”. The
concert was honoured by the attendance of the
State Premier, the Hon. Neville Wran, who gave
an opened speech. Melbourne Chinese Unity
Association contributed a few cultural dances which
made the concert a resounding success.

B ¢ 1

Chinatown street August Moon celebration.

Organised Canberra tour, visited the Chinese
Embassy for a friendly basketball game with the
embassy staff, lunch and cultural reception.

| 1978

Clubhouse project development:

1. An extraordinary general meeting was called and
resolutions were passed:

a. Purchase of the commercial property at 6 - 8 Dixon
Street

b. Due to lack of funds for the refurbishment, the
premise will be leased out for the time being

c. Amendment of the Constitution: appointment of 3
trustees, Peter Wong, Arthur Cheng and Eddy Young.

2. Approval of the purchase price of $115,000.

Screening of the musical “Third Sister Liu” at Chinatown
Cinema and was warmly acclaimed.

| 1979

Inaugurated the Chinese Basketball tournament
with 8 teams.

Screening of documentary films on the China-
Vietnam border war. The 2 sessions were a sold-out.

Celebration of 40th Anniversary at the clubhouse
in a cocktail reception with cultural performances.
Special Minister on Ethnic Affairs, the Hon. Al
Grassby, attended and gave a speech.

| 1980

The Chinese classes had developed into “Sydney
Chinese School” conducting classes on Saturday at the
former Cleveland Street Boys High School.
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Adult English classes had outgrown CYL capacity and
had to move to some government premises.

Cultural performances at Goulburn Town Hall.

Assisted the Guangdong Trade Exhibition at
Centrepoint and performed cultural items during the
exhibition period.

| 1981

In response to Dixon Street Committee’s Chinese New
Year celebration project, CYL contributed a series of
cultural performances.

The Australia-China Council allocated a funding of
$10,000 for sponsoring 1 dancing and 1 music teacher
from China for 1 year. CYL was responsible for their
boarding and organising cultural exchange activities
with schools.

We strongly supported the founding of the Chinese
Childcare Centre and a few community members are
actively involved in their initial stage and joining the
management committee.

In response to the “Overseas Chinese China Flood relief
Committee”, a large-scale fund-raising cultural night by
CYL at the Sydney Footbridge Theatre was held.

| 1983

CYL men and women dragon boat teams were
formed to prepare for the inaugural dragon boat
tournament in 1984.

The intended clubhouse at 6 -8 Dixon Street was
sold for $437,000.

A grant of $14,281 to engage a project co-ordinator
was approved by the state government.

Youth Group organised a large-scale camping at
Kangaroo Valley with over 70 participants.

History in brief

Allocated space for the Chinese Childcare Centre as
office and liaison centre.

Joint organisation with Chinese community to
welcome the Chinese Premier Zhao Ziyang.

| 1984

In response to the fund-raising call from Victorian
Elderly Chinese Welfare Society for their old age
home project, we organised a cultural performing team
of over 30 artists and supporters in 2 bus loads for a
voluntary performance at the Melbourne Town Hall.

Our men’s dragon boat crew won the inaugural
national tournament in the Chinese category.

Approved the purchase of 10 Dixon Street as future
clubhouse for $465,000.

First “Youth China Heritage Tour” to tour Beijing (for basic
Chinese language/history/culture lessons) and Harbin.

| 1985

The Dixon Street fire caused the evacuation of the clubhouse
premises and moved to different temporary locations to carry
on the regular activities and general office duties.

Joint efforts with the Sydney Chinese community for a grand
reception for Chairman Hu Yaobang. CYL President, Peter
Wong, gave the welcoming speech in Chinese.

Since the displacement caused by the Dixon Street fire, a
desperate plan to raise funds for the urgent refurbishment of
the new clubhouse became imminent. A mobilising campaign
was put into place.

“Celebration of the inauguration of the new clubhouse
Committee” was formed.

Men'’s dragon boat team won the Chinese title 2 years in a row
in the national tournament.
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Youth Heritage China Tour departed for China with a record
participants of 56.

| 1986

Easter fund-raising cultural concert at Sydney Town Hall
for ACCA Nursing Home and Australian Chinese Service
Society. The State Premier, the Hon. Neville Wran,
opened the concert.

Hosted the Chinatown Carnivale with stage
performances such as folk dances, Cantonese opera,
multi-ethnic dances and variety shows.

“Chinese Youth League Building” was officially opened
by the State Premier, the Hon. Neville Wran. The
Opposition Leader, the Hon. Nick Greiner, also came for
the congratulations. Other distinguished guests included:
Chinese Consul-General, State and Federal ministers

| 1987

Organised the first Chinese Basketball Tournament in
the honour of “Australian Chinese Daily Cup”(men) and
“Good World Restaurant “ (women). The State Minister
for Sports attended the prize presentation night.

Organised Chinatown Carnivale sponsored by state government.

Youth Group organised a grand scale camping with over
100 participants to comprise all CYL working groups.

We joined up with Sydney Chinese School and
Australian Chinese Service Society (CASS) to support
the establishing of Elderly Australian Chinese Home
(EACH) to seek government funding to purchase a
property in Croydon.

| 1988

Our Northern lion, folk dance and music groups were
invited to perform for the opening of the Chinese-built
garden, “Friendship Garden”.
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“Dragon Down” — a gala song and dance epic to
celebrate the Bi-centenary of Australia was staged
at the Sydney Opera House. The theme was to
depict the hardship of the first arrival of Chinese
settlers in their maiden voyage to Australia, only to
be stranded at Moreton Bay, and their later life in
adapting to Australian life and thereafter promoting
the understanding between Australia and China. By
public demand and at the request of the Federal and
State governments, the show was also staged at
the Parliament House at a state dinner reception for
the visiting Chinese Premier, Li Peng. And also to
Melbourne for the fund-raising for the Elderly Chinese
Home and Brisbane for the local elderly homes. CYL
set the record of being the first Chinese community
organisation to present a full cultural performance at
Sydney Opera House on its own efforts.

CYL was once again entrusted by the state government
in sponsoring the Chinatown Carnivale.

Held the 2nd Chinese Basketball Tournament to
compete for the “Australian Chinese Daily Cup”(men)
and “ Nine Dragons Cup”(women).

| 1990

Australian International Dragon Boat Championship —
our men’s team regained the Chinese title and we also
won the “mixed” category. Our men’s team were also
invited to the Gold Coast race.

Malaysian International Lion Dance Championship
at Kuala Lumpur — our maiden appearance in an
international arena. We came third in the Western
countries category.

Resumed the Youth Heritage China Tour.
Our “National Day China Tour” members were cordially

invited to the Opening Ceremony of the Asian Games
held in Beijing.
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| 1991

Griffith Food & Wine Festival — CYL was invited to
participate to present a full concert at the Griffith
Reginal Theatre, performed various cultural items on
open-air stage, and took part in the grand street parade.
This was the first time Chinese cultural performances
were brought to rural Australia on a major scale.

CYL held award ceremony for members and friends
who made donations towards the purchase and
renovation of the new clubhouse. It was also a farewell
party for Madam Chen Ze Mei, the dancing teacher.

Fund-raising for devastating South-west China
flood victims — not only we donated $10,000 for the
immediate relief fund but also raising fund by our
Cantonese Opera group performing on a makeshift
stage in Dixon Street with guest performance by
celebrities, including Helen Sham-Ho MLC.

| 1992

Dragon boat men’s team competed in the inaugural
“Yin Huang Cup” at Jiu Jiang, Jiangxi, China, then the
international dragon boat tournament in Hong Kong.

Commemorated the 20th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relationship between
Australia and China with an art exhibition at the State
Art Gallery with the theme “Emperors of China”. Our
dancing troupe performed at the Opening Ceremony
and many sessions during the exhibition period.

“Youth Heritage Cultural China Tour” reunion dinner
was held at Intercontinental Hotel. Guests included

Hon Helen Sham-Ho MLC and Ms Sandra Nori MO.

Held the 4th Windfair Cup Chinese Community
Basketball Tournament with 16 teams participated.

Organised the National Day China Tour.

Cantonese Opera Group’s public performance of “White
Snake Legend” at Tom Mann Theatre.

History in brief

CYL was joint organiser and stage manager of the 3-day
Chinese Cultural Festival held at the Bi-centennial Park,
Homebush Bay, sponsored by the Bi-Centennial Park
Trust with Hon Helen Sham-Ho, MLC, as Chairperson
of Organising Committee.

| 1993

Chinatown Carnivale and evening lantern parade
around Chinatown. Opening ceremony was attended
and addressed by the Chinese Consul-General, Federal
and State representatives, parliamentarians and Deputy
Lord Mayor.

The 1993 CYL Windfair Cup and Jetway Express Cup
Chinese Basketball Tournament commenced. This was
the largest ever with 19 men’s teams and 6 women’s
teams competing.

Participated in the “Neighbourhood Watch Committee”
organised by the Chinatown Police Precinct and
actively involved in the campaign to bring awareness to
the Chinatown business community at large.

| 1994

Chinatown Carnivale was held during the Chinese New
Year. During the day, CYL raised $5,000 in aid of the
Sydney bushfire victims, bringing the total to $10,400
raised by CYL for the NSW Bushfire Relief Fund.

CYL 55th Anniversary dinner was held at East Ocean
Restaurant. The “Community Service Award” was
presented to CYL by Hon Helen-Sham Ho, MLC,
representing NSW Premier John Fahey.

Held performance at CYL to raise fund in aid of flood
victims in Southern China.

Men’s dragon boat team won the state title.

Held the Chinese Basketball tournament with the



History in brief

participation of 22 men’s teams and 6 women’s teams.
CYL won both titles.

CYL received grant from the Council of City of Sydney
to provide “Meals on Wheel” service.

International Children Day — we invited school children
to a tour of Chinatown to be followed by a movie show
at our clubhouse.

Northern lion troupe performed at “Young at Heart” to raise
fund for the Victor Chang Cardiac Research Institute.

Dance Group presented a cultural performance at
Tumbalong Park, Darling Harbour, to celebrate the
International Year of the Family.

Approval was given to set up “Chinese Sports Foundation”
for the promotion of Chinese sports in Australia.

| 1995

Cantonese Opera Group donated 30 tables for Seniors
Week lunch reception and $500 worth of gifts.

Senior Citizens Week luncheon was held at Yum

Sing Restaurant. Guests included Chinese Consul-
General Duan Jin, Minister for Community Service,
Hon Jim Longley MP, Hon Helen Sham-Ho, MLC and
Sydney Lord Mayor, Cr Frank Sartor.

Seniors Group celebrated Chinese New Year with a
lunch reception and free movie show by courtesy of
Harbour City Cinema. More than 200 seniors attended.

Chinese Sports Foundation (CAF) was inaugurated at
State Parliament House. CYL approved an allocation

of $30,000 for the start-up fund.

1995 Chinatown Carnivale was held on Australia Day
and was a resounding success.

Unemployed youth vocational training — Federal
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Government Employment Agency sponsored a 6-month
vocational training program.

CYL dragon boat men’s team won the state title
and represented Australia in the inaugural World
Championship by the world body, International Dragon
Boat Federation (IDBF), held at Yueyang, Hunan,
China. Then the international invitational tournament in
Hong Kong. The team was also invited to the dragon
boat champion town, Shunde, and to be coached for
their technical skills.

The popular Youth China Heritage Tour was on again,
into its 10th year.

CYL Lion Dance Group was at Bellingen in Central
Coast to give a demonstration and a seminar at the
Global Carnivale.

| 1996

Council of City of Sydney (COS) celebrated Chinese
New Year in Chinatown for the first time. CYL was
delegated to organise stage production and cultural
performances.

Casino Community Welfare Fund approved a grant of
$141,907 over 3 years.

CYL was granted a lump sum by the Casino Community
Benefit Fund over 3 years for employment of a social
worker to provide preventive and remedial counselling
to gamblers among Chinese community.

Men’s dragon boat team won the state and
national championship as well as the Gold Coast
championship.

CAF held the inaugural Easter Chinese Sports
Carnivale. CYL provided major assistance in the
running of the event.

Committee Brainstorming session at Toukley —
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a weekend session to review the history of CYL,
present plan and mission.

Cantonese Opera Troupe performed at Tom Mann
Theatre for Senior Citizens Week.

Received grant from NSW Ethnic Affairs Commission to
employ a part-time youth worker for the next 12 months.

| 1997

COS again appointed CYL to assist in organising and
staging Chinese New Year celebration in Chinatown.

CYL commenced awareness campaign and provided
counselling service to problem gamblers.

It was resolved at the Annual General Meeting and
Management Committee meeting that the one-
off subscription fee for Life Member was $200 and
Honorary Life Member $1,000.

Men’s dragon boat team won the national title again
and represented Australia to compete in the 2nd World
Dragon Boat Racing Championship in Hong Kong and
Macau’s International Invitational Tournament. We
came 2nd in Macau and 3rd in Hong Kong, which is still
an Australian record by any team to this date. Channel
7 interviewed and filmed the team’s training at CYL to
broadcast in “11AM” program and we also appeared in
Chinese media press conference.

Lion/dragon Dance Group was invited to provide
entertainment during pre-open and intermission of a
rugby league match at Sydney Football Stadium. CYL
was the first ethnic group to perform in a football match.
Spring Ball organised by Youth Group was held at
Swiss Grand Hotel at Bondi Beach.

Held the Windfair Cup State Chinese Basketball
Tournament with over 28 teams participated.

58th Anniversary celebration and Basketball
tournament prize presentation ceremony were jointly
held at Mandarin Club.

History in brief

| 1998

Chinatown Chinese New Year jointly held with COS:
cultural performance on Dixon Street, sedan chair
race, dragon boat race etc.

CYL was invited to take part in the weekend
multicultural concert in Young, NSW, in the National
Cherry Festival. It involved performing in theatre,
open air stage and grand street parade. It was the
first time a Chinese dragon ever took part in the street
parade in Young.

CYL 59th anniversary banquet was held at Regal
Restaurant. Guest of honour was His Excellency,
Gordon Samuels, Governor of NSW. His Excellency
unveiled the plaques for the list of past presidents,
honorary life members and the first patron of CYL at
the clubhouse before attending the banquet.

Chinatown Carnivale was held in the forecourt in front
of the Chinese Garden in Darling Harbour due to the
construction work in Dixon Street mall. Lion Dance
Group was invited to perform at the Chinese Garden
to celebrate its 10th anniversary.

Senior Citizens Week luncheon held at Marigold
City Mark Restaurant. The Cantonese Opera Group
managed to rally a donation for 33 tables for the
elderly members.

CYL women’s dragon boat team won the Chinese New
Year dragon boat race at Darling Harbour and State
title and also took part in the International Dragon Boat
Championship in Hong Kong.

CAF held the Easter Sports Carnival with major
sponsorship from Bing Lee.

CYL men’s dragon boat team took part in the World
Club Dragon Boat Championship in Wellington, NZ.

Sydney Festival of Art — CYL Dance Group performed
at Sydney Opera House.

CYL Cantonese Opera Troupe: public performance of
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“White Snake Legend”.
Held Chinatown Carnivale with major sponsorship from Telstra.

Held NSW Chinese Basketball Tournament as usual.
Youth Heritage China tour held as usual.

| 1999

Grand celebration of 60th Anniversary:

Gala dinner at ANA Hotel;

Prominent figures in federal and state politics, ethnic and
Chinese communities, celebrities etc made up the VIP list;
Cameo performance by Miss Chan Xiu Wen, a most
popular singing/TV/movie star all the way from Hong Kong;
Publication of 60th Anniversary Commemorative Magazine.

CYL was again delegated by COS to organise the event
“Sydney Chinese New Year”. Guest appearance by
dancers from Guangzhou, China, Australian ethnic dancers
and dancers from CYL brought highlight to the event.

CYL organised its first Dragon Festival at Pyrmont Point Park.

Organised Chinatown Carnivale with a grant from
COS for the first time.

CYL donated $30,000 to the Chinese Sports Foundation
to help set up the Chinese Sports Foundation Trust.
Its aim was to build a sports centre to unite and train
Australian Chinese sports persons.

| 2000
Sydney 2000 Olympics:

CYL was represented by Carlos Ung as one of the torch
bearers at Chinatown torch relay;

Cheering the torch relay at Chinatown with lions and the
Cantonese Opera Group in full stage costumes and make-up.
Our lion dance, ethnic folk dance and ballroom dance
took part in the Opening and Closing ceremonies;
Welcoming and celebration receptions for the Chinese athletes.

Department of Gaming and Racing approved a grant
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for counselling service for preventive gambling and
how to stop gambling.

“Dragon Festival” and CAF jointly held international dragon
boat tournament at Penrith Regatta Centre and prize
presentation dinner at Convention Centre, Darling Harbour.

| 2001-2019

Some 10 years ago, due to the construction work in
converting the ground floor into a restaurant, a big
proportion of the archives, record and documents had to
be stowed away, along with furniture, to various storage
places for safe-keeping. Unfortunately, after completion
of the construction work and on retrieving the above,
we found some of the minutes of committee meetings,
record and documents etc are missing, probably due
to bad handling in their storage. After going through
available information and record, it appears that, during
the last two decades CYL had not encountered too
many extraordinary events of importance that need
to be brought to attention, besides the regular and
traditional activities. However, the following events
might need some reporting on:

| 2006

Sydney Water Sports Centre (later changed to
Community Water Sports Centre)

With Chinese community support, CYL proposed to
Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority to establish a
water sports centre to be a home for Sydney dragon
boat community with storage for dragon boats
and pontoon along the Bank Street foreshore park
near Rozelle Bay. It was also proposed CYL was
to manage the centre and receive revenue from
charging users. Petitions supported by the Council of
the City of Sydney, Chinese community and politicians
etc. had been made to the State Government,
Premier Department, Maritime Services Board and
Government Property Authority. Eventually, after
a few years’ efforts in lobbying and presenting our
project, it was ruled by the State Government that
the site was to be converted into a headland park,
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although still allowing for dragon-boaters use, for
general community use. Thus the name was changed
to Community Water Sports Centre.

| 2008
Beijing Olympic 2008

Fund-raising for Australian Olympians -- CYL joined
hand with AUSCOCO, Chinese Australian Forum, Star
City in holding a grand fund-raising dinner and auction
at The Eight Chinese Restaurant;

CYL sent a huge party made up of 6 lions and 2
dragons and bus-load of supporters to Canberra for the
Torch Relay Ceremony.

| 2013

Leasing of ground floor — as CYL derived no steady
and substantial income to sustain ongoing maintenance
and outgoings of the premises as well as overheads
and office running expenses, the financial situation
had never been too satisfactory, if not struggling. After
weighing up various options for a long-term solution,
we had resolved to lease out the ground floor to
relieve CYL from financial predicament in the future,
although we have to sacrifice some activity space for
our working groups. But we are determined to address
the problem. We have set up a task force to look for
suitable property with the potential to accommodate
our needs at a price level we can handle.

| 2014

A young male lion dance member had a fatal accident
during a practice session and later passed away
in the hospital. The Coroner Court had found the
cause of death to be a personal accident. However,
CYL had taken up all the funeral and burial matters.
We also assisted the family in their compensation
claim with the insurance company. Since then we
make it compulsory for the activity groups to send
representatives to take up first-aid and safety course
and sit for qualification examination.

History in brief

| 2015

Welcome Chinese Football Team to compete in Asian
Cup held in Australia

CYL formed a welcome committee to organise:

Airport welcome;

Welcome dinner at the Eight Chinese Restaurant with 28 tables;
Ticket sales on behalf of Australian Football Federation;
Transportation of supporters by 2 coaches to Canberra
for the match against North Korea.

During the last 2 decades, most of CYL’s activity groups
have been maintaining their regular and traditional
activities, some with flourishing results. The followings
are the summaries of their history and achievements:

Lunar New Year Celebrations and Council of City of
Sydney (COS)

From 1998 onward CYL has been a major partner with
COS in staging a grand scale of celebration in the
form of public launch, weekend stage performance in
the park, opening ceremony, blessing ceremony for
the dragon boat racing at Darling Harbour and street
parade. Our efforts have been highly appreciated and
acclaimed by all concerns.

Dancing Group

It's main variety is Chinese folk dancing. It started from
an ad hoc performance for the occasion of celebrating
China’s restoration of the UN seat. Since then a lot
of young members joined in, thus inaugurating the
Dancing Group. Its next major performance was for the
clubhouse fund-raising concert at the Conservatorium of
Music in 1977.

From there on the Dancing Group has shouldered
most of the performing commitments of CYL, whether
Chinatown Carnivale, Lunar New Year, Sydney Folkloric
Festival, fund-raising for Melbourne Elderly Home,
ACCA Nursing Home, Chinese Australian Service
Society, Griffith Food & Wine Festival, Young Cherry
Festival and, most of all, “Dragon Downunder” for the



History in brief

celebration of Australia’s Bicentenary, the list goes on.
But the Dancing Group has experienced its downturn in
recent years due to lack of participating members. We
hope for a turnaround of the situation in the near future.

Dragon Boat Group

Since winning the Chinese title in the inaugural Australian
Championship in 1984, our men’s team has always been
a force to reckon with in Australia. They peaked in 1996
by taking out the Australian title and went on to win the
3rd place in the 500M category (the most prized event)
at the 2nd World Cup Championship held in Hong Kong
in 1997 which to this date is still the best result ever
achieved by any Australian team. Early in the century,
the team had undergone some major change of crew
members which saw the results sliding down a little bit.
However they had regained over time as one of the top
teams and won the national title in some categories in
the last few years. they won the Lunar New Year Darling
Harbour race 2 years in a row.

Our team is also one of the most engaging teams in
Australia by frequently taking part in regional, national
and overseas races. We even sent the team or some
individuals to China to further their rowing skills.

Dragon/Lion Dance Group

Although the dragon/lion dance activities had been
irregularly held during the 70s and 80s and even
competed in the international championship in Kuala
Lumpur in 1988, the Dragon/Lion Group was only
formalised around 2002. But the number of members
joining the group had been phenomenal in a matter of a
few years. They are categorised into youths, minors and,
recently, women, although they are mixed up in time of
performance. Since then, the men had taken part in the
Kuala Lumpur championship 3 times. Our women team
made its maiden entry in the international championship
in Macau in 2018 and won the title convincingly.

In 2006 we held the inaugural Lion Dance and Martial
Arts Festival (Lionfest) at Market City, with more than
20 teams from Sydney, Canberra, Melbourne and
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Gold Coast participating the event. It was hailed as a
milestone event in Australia’s dragon/lion dance history.
The event was held in the next 3 consecutive years.

Since 2013, the group has been invited by the Bendigo
Chinese Association to participate in the 3-day Bendigo
Easter Festival to perform lion, dragon and Chinese folk
dances on open stage in the park as well as Saturday
evening and Sunday grand parades.

Cantonese Opera Group/Senior Citizens Week

Although Cantonese opera played an important role
in the founding activity of CYL in its fund-raising
objectives, its popularity had dwindled down to a low
level since early 60s. It was rekindled from the 80s and
attracts many enthusiasts into the group. Many public
performances were given, especially on fund-raising
occasions. They are an integral part of all CYL variety
concerts. Special mention should be their resounding
efforts in raising funds for the national disaster victims as
well as those in China.

They are the main force behind the annual “Senior
Citizens Week” luncheons. Not only they put up
performance to entertain the senior citizens and invited
guests, but canvassing donations to the cause that
covers the cost of the luncheon.

Elderly Ping Pong Group/Tai Chi Group

Following the glorious past of our table tennis teams
in the 60s and 70s, during the 90s our veteran players
had formed the Elderly Ping Pong group and practise
twice a week. It regularly holds friendly games with
fellow community organisations and competes in social
tournaments. Early in the century, the group held the
Windfair Cup tournament with the final play-off and
prize presentation at Market City. The former Australian
Olympian, Paul Pinkerwich, won the tournament. The
tournament continued on for a few years.

The Tai Chi class has a history of over several decades
in CYL. It still remains as one the most popular activities
and attracts different age groups to attend.
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Recreational Group

Recreational Group is a rising star in recent years in
terms of influx of members and frequent activities.
Since its inception in 2015, its membership has grown
to 180 strong and still growing. Its objectives are to
provide recreational activities for the middle age and
elderly, which include bi-weekly walk, 1-day trip, special
interest outings (fruit-picking, flower garden, oyster farm
etc) and even overseas tour.

Wu Shu Group

Wu Shu has a long history in CYL with regular members
and training. It's most popular with young members.
It's always an integral part of our performance programs
or celebrations. Some members took advance course
in China.

Chinatown Carnivale
With state government sponsorship and support, from

1990 we took up the task to brighten up Chinatown
with large-scale stage performance in Dixon Street

History in brief

and ethnic food stalls which attracted thousands of
spectators and fun-seekers in this full-day event.

From 2002 the venue had been moved to Market City
until 2005.

Youth China Heritage Tour

From 1984 to 2007, during the summer break, we
organised the youth tour to China to learn basic Chinese
language, culture, history, wu shu, folk dance, cooking
etc. It was followed by touring a few cities. It was well-
received by tour members and their parents alike.
Chinese Basketball Tournament

Since 1987 we had organised the Chinese Basketball
Tournament in men and women categories, sponsored
by the business community in Chinatown, with the
trophies named after the sponsors. The tournament
ceased in 2001 due to lack of sponsorship.

Words | Joseph Leung

I 1943 FRAML R [EE 57 B BB E RS MIREIL SR
1943 A group photo of the inauguration of the Welfare Committee of the Chinese Seaman Union of Australia
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B2

Performance at Sydney Airport celebrating the inaugural flight ‘Swap Shop’ production celebrating Chinese New Year for the

ERHISRIE 1984 ABC BIREREFHEBRRENE
from Sydney to China 1984 ABC Children’s & Education TV

Hong Kong Dragon Boat Festival (CYL Dragon Boat Men’s

I —NWN—FEANHE = BAFEHE
team [boat 7]) 1992

BBINTREMRE (BHHEAKSFMHE) 1992
July 4, 1942 Third Anniversary Celebration

May 1986. A celebratory moment of the opening of our new ClubHouse! 10 Dixon Street. (Our old clubhouse on 66 Dixon Street

I 1986 FHH, BEAMHUEREESHREXNFR, REIEEMNPRELUMINET. (B —ISAXNER) .
suffered damage from a fire from an adjoining building)



93 History in brief

Fund raising performance at ACPPRC Charity Function for CYL Rowers ready for competition 1980 The Premier welcomed

I NP EMESG— (R ESEREE ‘AR RS I BELRERHEE R 2EHEEE 1980
‘Eyes on Tibet’ by CYL members

BEHHEHIIEBUER FRER RIS — #44A 2 B8
The Premier welcomed by CYL members “Silk Road” China tour

1988 41 & Mr. Nick Greiner FESF BB HB ER S LAR, 1967 F, FEMBTIRERANGRT. AEMRRRSULARA

New South Wal ler, Nick Greiner visited CYL 1988, CYL || 2o aigntaib.
o oot a'es premier, Tk Breier vistte ’ 1987-NSW Premier Mr. Barry Unsworth and CYL Founding member
President Mr. Peter Wong.

Mr. Billy Jong at Chinatown Carnivale in Sydney Dixon Street.
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I BE BN EIRE—S Rk 1988
CYL ‘Dragon Down Under’ concert at Sydney Opera House 1988

1988 FEMBRAF DAL _EBEE, BEHLNERENEZERNELURESEER., BRENESH, E2@F, HEMARISADEL.
1988-The Dance “Spring Rain” from the Dragon Down Under concert, which toured around 4 states, Sydney, Australian Capital Territory,
Melbourne and Brisbane for Australia’s Bicentenary.

1988 FEFHESHRBEHEEREN, FFIN. EHE, ADRNEE, hEEENAERBE THFETHEIRREXBEMEMEE]ER.
A post ‘Dragon Down Under’ photo opportunity taken with Mr. Gough Whitlam, Mr. Zhang Zai (china’s Ambassador) and CYL president Mr. Tony

Goh and other dignitaries in 1988 at Sydney Opera House
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Chinese Youth League Presidents Board

1939-1948 Mr Kenneth Frederic WONG

EXE

1949-1950 Mr Chong LIM

" 88

1951-1953 Mr John MOCK

REE

1954-1960 Mr Harry Hai Sing PANG

BBE

1961-1974 Mr Arthur Locke CHANG EREE LA
1975-1986 Mr Peter WONG =HEH
1987-1990 Dr Tony GOH 2%

1991-1995 Mr Joseph LEUNG

1996-2001 Mr Jeffery NG
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2002-2008 Mr Ken WONG FiEsH
2009-2014 Mrs Patricia Quah MEER
2015-Present | Mr Ching Tan BRiE#

BEZEE

Advisory Committee

Dr Tony GOH
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Mr Joseph LEUNG # K&
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Management Committee
Executive Committee 2019

ey

President
Mr. Ching Tan

BIEREAREL T | BIERERE E%E BIERE BRSOt RATY PRI EE
Vice President Ms Vice President Mr Vice President Ms Treasurer Dr Leng
Meggy Sin Lokman Leung Tan CHAN TAN

%Jéifﬁra_yf‘ﬁi WERBER LT %ﬁ% P+ ZEHEBISL L
Secretary Mr Asst. Secretary Commmee Member Committee Member
Raymond Lam Mrs Christine Sim Ms Christina Siu Ms Zhuang Jing Ying

M )
ZEGERTE ZEFARTE LEMBEELL
Committee Member Committee Member Committee Member Committee Member
Mr Eddy Young Mr Joe Wong Mr Edmond Ng Mrs Patricia Ismail

= | O mm W R
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| EREFBS - 80 FHEBEAIAR T

MBS (CYL) BLILMR 80 FrI, R —EAEBNEREZNLERREMREF, X
AHEBEDNEE, ENERE—BURBRMEAERSINSR. E—EMU
EEARRETRZENXMAHEERER, SRANDRENEALBRERZ—.
ESE 7IRAF M PEBARE RIS, it 80 FRINRHMAIZER), B5
AR AR AR, BESANEE, ZERME, BEHEEMERE, #iIE
ZEEMENELFRNFI LIFNGER,

BEHR 1939 F7 B 1 HIEXUMN, BHEBENREKERERESZ., B—F8
BTIZRE 20 HCEARERIE IXER KRS, BEREBNEAHERNNEIZNEIME, TEEATESE
SRR THE, HAR 9N NRTHEILS, BRE\AT - EEZEONEFRMT, 1937 FHAERBERE, B
250 ZEFEIARAANEMRENZE. AFNEFNAEFH, FEAEER CMSEFR. BONBERGR T BANER
EH, MEBMERAADRIERRPEREMBSITHEN, HELEHERRKS, BEANESLEARGETEEEER, 23|
PESHRRAERE, HEFREREN —ETeFEEFNIL TEEH, UEBBHXETEAR. EHRELENECE
EE, BERMEREANRBUHRSRERITEED F .

AR, BEH—BEAEAMSNBIANHERETIRF, EAMEEERSHENEZEENEERERSANL T
BirEs, URSEHMRIERBAN ‘BRI “Dictation Test”, HEMBEREIBIAEN D FREAEREEGN—K
RE. EXERSRAMNDEENTEA, FERERLE, SEMEIESML, MIREIIEE1. EXREEM 30
PRI LERIS A T BB ILAIRIG LR

548 1906 F HAERFIM Cobar t9—EADISRERAE. 7 30 &, #7EE B Haymarket Fl Leichhardt 4 & i
kR, #ZHTRERREIORD, HEtTEEEE £ S50 T DNEREEREIFZL (Chinese
Youth Dramatic Association), AREXEAEBH, BEHNEIEEIESBBSNRTEEREALBESES,
SHREABET. EREEH T RERAGERNSEAEEANRE., BEEREERERS T H LRI,
A BRI RS (B RER,

BEXRERFN, AGENARRS| THSFENTEAMABSL. BREREAS TEEHENEM, MEEREFE
15 5%, AT EFRENKSRRNAC,



Overview of Chinese Youth League of
Australia 80th Anniversary

SR -3 HH T S

N eExENEEHEERNRPFRRN—LEEES). BELNELEYERAMEEESSRAEEH
BETHMNMERBEARENER., BEEABHNEINIERE AN NESE M T CE.

1937 %, BARRMBENFRABRAETTENEALE., RFE, IBNEREEEZEHTEELESH @
BRAMR. HREHANBYESHE, BANDBRREREISBAEES F, TERERESHEERS
HHENEE., BEALREETERIGEMRANDHEENKEIXE, BAFDHEREE——ERKBEAN
RHRERRAFHE, MAHEER T NEEEFE (Hands Off China) ZEE, DRSS AP HEIEIRARH
BT 1937 &, MMM FHTERY SS Silksworth AR HEIALT BIEMERRE B A EHIR0PE, WEEHE T, =ZENHE
ESLMERMARMERSELREMET rE., BANDTEEFHIFMENTE, TEXRRHHE,
BOTNBEREMRHFREEROMEL,

1938 F 11 A, BOTAZIEFHMEHALE SS Dalfram Az LREFAE, BT TARASEEVETBAREMAR
Y REIRINEEN Fo8, ENEEEAN EEHET IR, ERENEELAES T PR ZEFMNMIEE TERIKR
MiRRNBEN RS, tMPIERECHRKRERENHEERE, MERM Kembla BT ARERADEEY),

1941 F 12 B8 SR, BARETRINE, XEORAEE., AN DEFHE T ENREIS. BRE
AEBIEREBENES, RESRRMEERENERS, WEGETHME, AMEOBERGNEIAGEEAFEE,
HARBOAAER, HERTEERUBEENNEMNTFSIE, HETRANDREONT, BT2ZRERH
ENTEEERRZIFE., EXEREEAMRAN DRI T RESETERNEOE” (CSU) , UREMFIN
B8H., BEHHpHERFEEENAEMPREBERSNERNIF. SXEREIGATESETZRNEIBER,
TBIBEE MU E PR A KRR B ENEMEHEE R N E MBS EER T ENRHE.

1942 &, BITBUREE:EEE B BE TIERX, HBIEIE Warragamba 7Ki% ., ERERT e FHAR, BESHETR
BHEBADERTHZHTESERRATEEL, AEWRANTHFIENREEES, FIERE 1942 F, BELEFEAR
ABIFERERXNAMREREN., et EDNZEARETENIRERETHLEE.

1944 F, BERHEBLZULEREBREES T HERXAEBHENEY., SRREETERNERINNREERE
BEERE.

1945 FAXRKMEE (BESRFERESHELER) , BIRESNDEEARBILNES LR 350 FHIEEGIAED
AR S2 kIR, RAFRBFHENEERmREIIFAFRBMERE. ERANEZE, HRERBIEEALR
ENEEr iR AND, BEAFTANREE, MIRESRKRERTEREAERIINES, RESETERMNED
ENEEHTRETE, NEREAR, NEMNEREREEARTIHNEEATRNEEE DERNSMNHEKR, Hh—L
RS HESENEE, FEHAHNERRINEEHRE TEENEY. FEANTEESE T ERMNEsSNTRIZA
it sl 7 ENE e B EEN Al . B, APIEERS, EXREXGHERARBIINS SN T M 1948
FRAEREMAISNIET,

1947 F 1N B, EXREN—AARMMSIMBESHERERE T —NEFEENEZETE. ZEHR/ERAN DR
HINMT, SFRMNERERD EER—MREY), REMIE, FESREENUISHERRDAFZEEIIMMEL
M5, BRTHEBIBRZRSIN, EBRBFRGFEMAERNEZERREEEEWSIHMSIAEEN,

MAEHREERERE T 10 ZJRRM Catalina B LRI, ZATHEER DMM=AE", ASTIEEEMUE, 2
SIRAREIR T . RRNIMERN, RENFERHRIRESHERUNATERE, EREHZH M RISLMSIAE
IRV SREFRHAE ERYIK ERIERS, BHARRBE—RIIKEE, AESATZHNRETHKET. FEERNG
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RABER—BEANER, tEEXEHKEEENME—E MARRETEIERENRER, UAFMNSEIEHE
HRTREM ., EREEMNKETERE T BEENTESE TSRNES EHEST, EBHMFENREER T
FEE. ERBHDNIMZEASNAEREESSREE. HONBERNNEFNNZTFHNR, E2—5HAIHE
BITE, (BB T EARREERIE.

EEXEN 1948 F7 B 23 HEM, FE 425, MEFEN—EFRGTAR, MOBEXR, #HotR, tiN—%
BB EF L BREENBLERRZT —EEMEFHERNAM, EREBHE, MIRSREZMRMNNCE =S
REBEHEEEERE., IAEXE—EEFRHENEM—1%K AEREHHR, BEENSTHEMESILTER
EESENGMNERM, %A 1961 F£ 1974 BB FREBBHER. £ 2016 Fh A 2r], —HERBS
AAEtERYE S ARAR

E AXSBEER, WBEAN, MRXBARZE,

| Fred Wong and The CYL: 80 Years From A Tumultuous Beginning

Founded 80 years ago, the Chinese Youth League of Australia (CYL) is an organisation with a proud history of
providing welfare, cultural, and sporting activities for the Chinese and the wider community. It has continued
to foster cultural and social relations between China and Australia, and remains one of the oldest Chinese
community organisations in Australia. It also enjoys recognition and support from both the Australian and Chinese
Governments. From its uncertain beginnings 80 years ago, the CYL has grown in stature and adapted to changing
times. This is no doubt, due to the dedication and hard work by all its members, especially committee members.

The CYL was formally born on 1 July 1939, but its purpose was conceived much earlier. That year marked the
outbreak of the greatest conflict of the 20th century: World War Il. As the war against fascism and Nazism in
Europe began, China, was convulsed by an advancing Japanese military expansion. Northern China had been
invaded in 1931 by Japan which later seized its principal ports and commercial cities. After the Japanese attack
on Nanking in 1937, over 2.5 million Chinese people had been killed or injured from the invasion. In its fight for
survival, China stood alone in the world. The European nations appeased Japanese militarism, while the United
States and Australia never offered China support or assistance. Trade with Japan for these nations, mattered more
than Japanese occupation of China. Deeply alarmed by events in China, a number of young Chinese Australians
in Sydney led by Fred Wong, founded the CYL to help and support the Chinese people. Because of its social and
political activism, CYL members were seen as dangerous radicals by the Australian government.

In its early years, the CYL worked in a deeply hostile political and social environment. The Chinese community
confronted continual and wide-spread racism which was legitimised by the White Australia Policy, as well as the
“Dictation Test” which was designed to also exclude non-white people. The constant threat of deportation for
political activism was a great fear in the Chinese community. Fred Wong was an Australian born Chinese, and
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could not be deported. This allowed him to step forward and initiate the founding of the CYL. Fred Wong became
the CYL’s founding President when he was just into his early 30’s.

Fred Wong was also known as Wong Gar Kin to the Chinese community. He was born in 1906 to a market
gardening family in Cobar NSW. In the 1930’s he worked as a greengrocer in Haymarket and at Leichhardt
in Sydney. He was inspired by the Chinese War of Resistance to the Japanese invasion. With other Chinese
patriots, Fred Wong first formed the Chinese Youth Dramatic Association which later formally became the CYL.
The principal CYL aim was to support the resistance fighters in China by raising funds within Sydney’s Chinese
community through their dramatic performances. Fred Wong was assisted by other young men such as Billy
Jong and Stanley Wai. The CYL answered the world-wide call from the recently widowed Madam Sun Yat Sen for
assistance with medical aid for the emerging Chinese resistance movement.

Fred’s energy, commitment, and organisation, drew many young Chinese into the CYL. Later, Fred would mentor
Arthur Chang Gar Lock, who was 15 years younger than Fred. Arthur joined the CYL committee and became
Fred’s life time friend and confidante.

Below are some of the crucial activities that Fred Wong and the CYL carried out in its early formative years. These
CYL activities would play a small but significant part in the transformation of the Asia Pacific region into what it is
today. These and other CYL activities are embedded in CYL and Australian history.

In 1937 the infamous Rape of Nanking by Japan galvanised Sydney’s Chinese community. It was clear that the
ruling Kuomintang was not effective in fully responding to these events in China. Because of its close trading
relationship with Japan, the Australian Government classified Fred Wong as a political subversive. The press
in Sydney presented the activities of the CYL as a threat to society. The CYL could only find support within the
Sydney Trades and Labour Council, and the Australian Communist Party which was the only Australian political
party opposed to the Japanese invasion of China. Together they formed the “Hands Off China” committee to raise
awareness to China’s plight.

Also in this year of 1937, the Chinese crew of the SS Silksworth in Newcastle NSW, refused to sail back to a
Japanese controlled China, and deserted. They were smuggled to Sydney by Fred and other CYL members and
safely billeted. Sections of the Australian Trade Union movement supported the crew’s action and demanded a
boycott of Japanese goods. Waterside workers refused to load cargo onto ships bound for Japan.

In November 1938 Waterside workers banned the loading of pig iron onto the SS Dalfram at Port Kembla NSW.
The striking workers believed its cargo was going to Japan to be made into bombs and bullets to be used against
China. During this “Pig Iron Strike” which lasted several weeks, Fred and the CYL organised the collection and
distribution of fruit and vegetables donated by Chinese wholesalers and market gardeners. Using his own fruit
shop truck and other lorries, they made deliveries to the striking Port Kembla workers and their families.

In December 1941 the Pacific War started when Japan bombed Pearl Harbour, and the United States declared war
on Japan. The Australian Government reversed its pro Japan stance. There were fears that Japan would invade
and occupy Australia, as the Japanese military swept through French Indo-China, British Malaya and the Dutch
East Indies, and seized Singapore. In fear of the Japanese military, hundreds of Chinese residents fled from New
Guinea and other Pacific islands. They arrived in Australian port cities and were joined by thousands of stranded,

43



Overview of Chinese Youth League of
Australia 80th Anniversary

(o HH D A

stateless Chinese seamen similarly affected. Fred, with the CYL, established the Chinese Seamans Union (CSU)
branch in Australia for their welfare. The CYL assisted hundreds of stranded seamen and other Chinese refugees
to find housing and work. Fred was appointed President of the CSU and actively lobbied to improve the poor pay
and conditions for Chinese, and other marginalised seamen from India and Dutch Indonesia.

In 1942 the Federal Government engaged the CYL to recruit a work brigade of seamen to assist in the building of
the Warragamba Dam. Throughout the Pacific War, the CYL staged many traditional Chinese operas and plays in
Sydney and Melbourne to raise money for Australian War Loans which funded the Australian war effort.

Also in this year of 1942, the CYL sent aid to the people of Darwin after it was bombed by the Japanese. The CYL
also despatched relief funds to the severely drought stricken Hunan Province.

In 1944 along with the Chinese Masonic Society and the Kuomintang, the CYL organised aid to the victims of the
devastating floods in Guangdong. Fred Wong was the Chair for both the Guangdong and the later Hunan fund
raising committees.

In 1945 after the Japanese surrender (following the atomic bombing of Hiroshima), the fledgling Indonesian
Independence movement appealed to Australia for assistance after 350 years of Dutch rule. The Australian
Government was unwilling and unresponsive to the Indonesian struggle for independence. The Dutch colonial
government had fled Indonesia to Australia before the Japanese invasion. With the Japanese gone, they now
sought to restore their control over Holland’s richest colony. The CSU and CYL appealed to Chinese, Indonesian,
Indian and Malay mariners, to refuse to crew Dutch ships sailing to Indonesia carrying arms and troops. A number
of these ships were moored in Sydney’s wharves. The CYL found lodgings and food for the hundreds of striking
mariners. This CYL and CSU intervention immeasurably contributed to the winning of Indonesian independence.
However, it is a widely held belief that it was Fred Wong’s efforts in supporting Indonesian independence, that led
to his untimely and suspicious death in 1948.

In November 1947, an acquaintance of Fred, presented a business plan to him and two other CYL members to
share in a business venture. The business would transport general cargo, passengers and mail between Australia
and cities in Asia, including Indonesia. It would also fly in aid to support the Indonesian Independence effort. Apart
from the politics of the venture, the commercial returns as presented to them were attractive and compelling.

Ten decommissioned Catalina sea planes were to be purchased at a relatively minimal cost. The company was
called “Asian Airlines”. No commercial flights took place and the company ultimately folded. Later accounts
indicated that ongoing mechanical sabotage of the aircraft was the probable cause of its demise. While
inspecting the seaplanes on Commonwealth property at Lake Boga near Swan Hill in Victoria, Fred, despite being
a strong swimmer, drowned in disturbing circumstances. The Coronial outcome was based on the evidence of
only one witness, who was alone with Fred at the time of his drowning. Neither a forensic investigation nor an
autopsy was carried out to rule out the possibility of foul play. Fred’s life and his time were virtually almost fully
consumed with CYL and CSU activities to the detriment of his young family. Fred’s large investment in Asian
Airlines was made worthless. It was a terrible financial blow to his widow and their four young children, who were
left with a massive financial struggle.

Fred Wong, aged 42, died on the 23 July 1948 as he had lived, serving the people. He kept the country at heart



Overview of Chinese Youth League of
Australia 80th Anniversary

(-t HH 0

and the world in mind. His life was an inspiration to those who followed and to those who want to build a better
world. Following Fred’s untimely death, his life-long close friend and confidante, Arthur Chang Gar Lock continued
as a CYL committee member. Just as Fred had been Arthur’s mentor, Arthur became the mentor and inspiration for
other CYL stalwarts after Fred’s passing. Arthur was President from 1961 to 1974. He remained an active member
and advisor up until his passing in 2016.

Words | Jackson Fred Wong

Sources:

My meetings and discussions with Arthur Chang Gar Lock over many years.

Drew Cottle, “Unbroken Commitment: Fred Wong, China, Australia, and a World to Win”, The Hummer, Volume 3,
Number 4, Sydney 2006.

Jackson Fred Wong, “The Life and Times of Kenneth Frederick Wong” (2006)
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| Remembrance of Mr. Arthur Locke Chang, former Chairman of CYL

Mr. Arthur Chang, the former chairman of CYL, has been away from us for more than three years, but whenever
CYL holds any major event, it always reminds me of this vigorous well-known oversea Chinese Leader, who is
very respected and popular in the Chinese community of Australia. This year, CYL welcomes its 80th birthday! We
deeply cherish more memory of Mr. Arthur Chang, who loved his motherland and was dedicated to safeguarding
the legitimate rights and interests of overseas Chinese in Australia!

He was born on 15 March, 1922 in Zhongshan, Guangdong Province of China. He came to Australia with his father
at the age of 14. He experienced a lot of hardships in his childhood: working all the time while study! It was only a
work-study program in name, but actually a child labour was looking for a place to stay and earn a meal.

It is just because of his childhood sufferings that he had a deep understanding of how Chinese people could stand
in the local society and how to fight for legitimate rights and interests. In 1941, just at the time when China was in
the flames of domestic war and the whole country united against Japan, he joined the then Australian Progressive
Overseas Chinese Community - Chinese Youth League of Australia (CYL). He became very active and led the
early days’ work of CYL to overcome many difficulties. From 1961 to 1974, he was elected as the Chairman of each
session.

In 1943, he was the secretory of NSW Chinese Seamen’s Union, organizing the Chinese seamen to fight against
Japanese army. In 1944, in response to Mrs. Song Qingling’s (wife of Sun Yat-Sen) appeal, he set up a Committee
in Australia to assist the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Warriors. He worked as a Secretary. He raised funds through
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performances such as Cantonese opera, Hainanese Opera and concerts, and transferred the funds raised to
International Peace Hospital in China hosted by Dr. Norman Bethune. After the end of the war, he united the
majority of Chinese and did a lot of useful and helpful work for the interests of the overseas Chinese. In 1946, he
was the Secretary of the Chinese Seamen’s Union and settled the residency issue for many Chinese seamen in
Australia.

On 1 October, 1949, when Chairman Mao Zedong announced to the world the founding of New China and the
standing up of the Chinese people, the Chinese in Australia were extremely excited. The overseas Chinese
community led by Arthur Chang made an amazing move: rising the first Five-Star Red Flag in Australia. After many
years, every time when Arthur Chang remembered this experience, he was always excited: CYL had received a
sample of the five-star red flag from the Hong Kong Wen Wei Po beforehand. The CYL members made the national
flag of China overnight. At that time, the entire Australian overseas Chinese community, almost all of Australia, was
holding a wait-and-see attitude toward the establishment of New China. Because CYL had considerable influence
in the overseas Chinese society, this move affected other vast overseas Chinese. Therefore, the rising of the five-
star red flag by CYL on 1 October shocked the entire overseas Chinese society and shocked Australia as well! In
the environment at that time, CYL was able to rise the first national flag to support the birth of the new China, which
is indeed a piece of pioneering work!

After Australia established diplomatic relationship with China in 1973, he led a delegation of Australian Chinese to
China and attended the National Day Banquet. This is also the first Overseas Chinese community invited by China
for this occasion.

On 6 September 2015, at the meeting of the overseas Chinese of Sydney to commemorate the 70th anniversary
of the victory of China’s Anti-Japanese War and the World Anti-Fascist War, Consul General Li Huaxin particularly
praised the overseas Chinese living in Australia for the outstanding contributions they made, especially the patriotic
overseas Chinese groups represented by CYL to support the Anti-Japanese War. In recognition of Mr. Arthur
Chang’s great merits and great contributions in the national war of resistance against Japan, Consul General Li
presented the “Commemorative Medal of the 70th Anniversary of the Victory of the China’s Anti-Japanese War”
to 93-year-old Arthur Chang on behalf of the Chinese government. This is also the glory of our entire overseas
Chinese community!

On the occasion of celebrating the 80th anniversary of the establishment of CYL, let’'s remember together Mr. Arthur

Chang! He didn’t live for fame and fortune, and he was a down-to-earth worker and a "civil ambassador" in his life,
but the precious spiritual wealth he left to us will be passed down from generation to generation

Words | Gail Gao
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| Personal Experiences of CYL History——Peter Wong

The history of Chinese Youth league has been well documented in our three anniversary celebration booklets. | am
here to write some personal experiences.

In 1950, Chinese Youth League established the “San Lian Educational and Cultural Club”, which aimed for
screening of movies, importing overseas books and newspapers and promoting cultural activities. Because after
the People’s Republic of China was founded, it was not only boycotted by the Western economy, but also difficult
to obtain the news. If you wanted to get the Chinese news, you must try by yourselves to obtain some Chinese
newspapers and various magazines and books. Chinese Youth League also imported Hong Kong films produced by
Great Wall, Xinlian, and Phoenix which were imported from Hong Kong Southern Film Co., Ltd., as well as Chinese
produced feature films and the most popular documentary "China Today." Initially, the feature films we got were:
The White-haired Girl, Ji Mao Xin, followed by Butterfly Lovers, Tian Xian Pei, Third Sister Liu, and so on.

Most of the audience who came to watch the movies were Cantonese speakers. Therefore, each domestic movie
had to make subtitles, and it was played with a slide projector, and each dialogue and lyrics of the movies were
played simultaneously. The process of making subtitles was very complicated. As soon as the movies arrived,
dozens of pages of the synopsis were divided among at least ten people who could write Chinese, and each of
them would get several pages with limited time submission. It took many days to collect the written scripts, and
then use the camera to photograph it line by line. It took a while for so many pages to be completed. And then you
had to develop the film by yourselves in a dark room, which had to be built for the purpose. We imported so many
movies, and you can imagine the time and energy of those behind-the-scenes heroes put into it so as to meet the
needs of the audience. After each premiere, the movie would be sent to the Chinese communities of each state,
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such as Melbourne, Queensland, Western Australia and Tasmania, as far as New Zealand, New Guinea and Fiji,
and they were looking forward to seeing new movies.

Newspapers, magazines and books were sent by air from Hong Kong once a week. The group responsible for
Chinese Youth League library was also very busy since the newspapers, magazines and books could not be
delivered until they were packed. In addition to the city of Sydney, there were also readers in the country towns, at
various states and overseas regions. At that time, the local Chinese newspapers had not been re-established, so
they were supplied exclusively by Chinese Youth league.

The audience who watched the movies suffered from psychological threat. The authorities spread the news that if
the audience who was specifically photographed was found would affect their naturalization and residence status
so as to create a fear of communism. | think it has been like this in Hong Kong for a long time, of which the evil
spirit is still lingering on today.

When | joined Chinese Youth league, most of the members were bachelors, many of whom were seamen who
had remained after the war. Due to various restrictions of the White Australia policy, it was hard to talk about family
reunion. Therefore, after the working hours, the clubhouse was particularly lively. Cantonese opera, drama and
dance were regularly rehearsed, and they were ready to perform for any occasion at any time. There were long
book desks and table tennis tables in the clubhouse. When the workers were taking a rest in the afternoon, many
people would come to do exercises, play recreational chess, Chinese chess, table tennis and read newspapers.

During the Great Cultural Revolution, Chinese Youth league also suffered a lot of shocks. Once the clubhouse was
deserted, the morale was low and the work was stagnant. When China resumed its seat in the United Nations in
November 1971, the Chinese were greatly encouraged. Chinese Youth League held a gala dinner celebrating with
singing and dancing. After that, the Chinese Youth League’s work gradually returned to the right track.

In 1972, Australian election was held, and the Labor Party won. After Whitlam came to power, he announced
the end of the white Australian policy and promoted multiculturalism, for which ethnic communities cheered and
celebrated. After the establishment of diplomatic relations between Australia and China in 1973, an upsurge of
tourists to China was heating. Chinese Youth League organized a number of sightseeing tours. There were a lot of
enthusiastic participants many of whom joined from South Australia and Queensland, and the clubhouse became
busy and lively again.

Table tennis activities can be traced back to its early days of establishment. At that time, there were very few
places where people could play table tennis. There were few communities in Sydney area that were equipped with
the devices, and it was very popular among young people. Chinese Youth League participated in the table tennis
matches, and achieved excellent results. Chinese Youth League A 2nd team and the A reserve team won the winter
championship, and the B team won the summer championship. Chinese Youth League Table Tennis Team often
participated in the competitions and had certain links with the NSW Table Tennis Association.

In July 1972, when the Chinese table tennis team led by Chen Yuangao, director of the Guangdong Provincial
Sports Commission made the historic visit to Australia, the Australian table tennis society was very excited. The
composition of the Chinese team was dominated by the young Guangdong team. There was the "Heavy Gunner"
Zhou Lansun and the woman table tennis player Li Kenan in the team. Before the team visited, | had contacted the
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secretary of the NSW Table Tennis Association to discuss in what way Chinese Youth League could help. It was
important to popularize the news in the Chinese community as the Chinese audience would account for a certain
proportion.

Chinese Youth League used to print a number of Table Tennis Expresses to the Chinese community, put up posters,
and offer assistance, and in the monthly magazine "LOOP" published by the Table Tennis Association, we helped
looking for Chinese businessmen to advertise and write congratulatory messages. It seemed that everything was
ready, just waiting for the arrival of the game, but however, an unusual episode occurred on the eve of the game.
On the same day, the Taiwan Women’s Basketball Team was suddenly announced in the same place and it would
also play against Australia in the name of China. This situation was very sensitive to China. It was impossible to
have two “China” to appear.

The Chinese Table Tennis representative proposed to cancel the entire competition to take the whole team back to
China. This decision really shocked the Australian Table Tennis Association. The Chinese Welcoming Committee of
the Table Tennis Team was overwhelmed because the tickets had been sold, which made the audience from joy to
disappointment. On the other hand, the NSW Table Tennis Association was an amateur organization. To organize
this grand event, several executive committee members of the Table Tennis Association raised the funds required
by mortgaging their houses to the banks.

Once the game was canceled, they would really declare bankruptcy and even lost their houses. In view of this,
the representatives of Chinese Youth League and the people from different circles of the Welcoming Committee
had a meeting with the Chinese delegation overnight to discuss how to get through the crisis. The meeting lasted
from evening to 4:00am, and a number of times of telephone calls was made with China, and finally went through
to the Prime Minister’s office. The result came out eventually: the Chinese table tennis team would not compete
with Australia, but played as a demonstration game with other players to participate, which would allow the table
tennis team to continue its visit. The panic of all parties was properly solved, and people could enjoy the wonderful
demonstration.

Words | Peter Wong
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| Dr. Tony Goh, CYL’s Vice President 1985-1987, President 1988-1991

The most significant achievements of CYL during my term of office in CYL were continue the successful
organizations of Chinatown Carnivale during the Chinese New Year, the Dragon Boat Teams and the “Dragon Down
Under” performances.

| had spent two years preparing “ Dragon Down Under”, an epic song and dance drama depicting the 150 years
history of the Chinese migration to Australia. CYL received a grant from the Australia-China Council of the
Australian Foreign Affairs Ministry and from the Overseas Chinese Affairs Office of China’s State Council. This was
presented as a gift from the NSW Chinese community to celebrate the Australian Bicentenary. It was premiered
in July 1988 at the Sydney Opera House; followed by performances in Melbourne and Brisbane during the 1988
World Expo.

In November 1988, during Premier Li Peng’s State Visit, Prime Minister Bob Hawke invited us to Canberra to
present a 45 minutes excerpt from “Dragon Down Under ” at the State Dinner for Premier Li in the Great Hall of the
new Parliament House. At the end of the grand State Dinner, more than 100 local amateur performers enthralled
the Officials and diplomatic audience who responded enthusiastically with cheers, whistle and standing ovation
after the grand finale. P.M. Hawke and Premier Li came up to the stage to congratulate the Chief Directors and all
the performers. Later, P.M. Hawke invited myself and Katie Young (Vice President) to his Office to congratulate and
thank us for this “Bloody Good Performance” That was the first ever Chinese community performance in the new
Australian Parliament House.

CYL could seize this rare opportunity as we were working incessantly to promote a good relationship and
mutual understanding between peoples and governments of Australia and China. We conveyed through cultural
performances to demonstrate our good will and also using these beautiful and unique Chinese arts forms to enrich
our Multicultural Australian Society. Prime Minister Hawke and Ambassador both commended on our efforts and
praised our enlightening themes. Hence all these positive results were due to our efforts in steadfastly adherent to
the Objectives of CYL. And by doing so, CYL gained good commendations from the Government Officials and thus
raised the profile of our Australian Chinese community.

On this most auspicious occasion on the 80th. Anniversary of the founding of Chinese Youth League of Australia, |
wish to express my warmest congratulation for CYL ‘s past great achievements! Long live the friendly relationship
between the peoples of Australia and China!
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| Celebrating CYL 80th Anniversary

Who would have thought that CYL would reach the ripe old age of 80. I’'m sure when the founding members
came together all those years ago, this would have been a dream to them. If you have been a part of the CYL
family you would know that with any family we have had our fair share of problems and struggles. And you would
also know that we have been exceedingly blessed with our portion of joy, excitement, success, celebration and
glory. Especially in recent times with the Lion’s group and Dragon Boat teams! But this blessing has been much
more than trophies, rather the true joy of CYL has been the triumph of our community to love and commit to
bringing out the best in one another.

As the president from 2009 to 2014, | was privileged to be involved and to watch the CYL family grow. But 6
years is nothing compared to 80 and the role of the president is nothing without the support and dedication of
all the members. So, thank you for making CYL such a special family to belong to. | wish Ching Tan, the current
president, all the strength as he leads CYL through her 80s. He has an incredible task ahead and we will help
him all the way.

80 years is a very long time. | know that when I'm 80, you will all call me Grandma Patricia! But this is not so for
CYL. She is still a young budding flower with many more years to come and with her best years still ahead of
her! Just as the founding members couldn’t have imagined CYL'’s 80th Anniversary, who could imagine CYL in 80
years time at the 160th Anniversary.

The year will be 2019 and CYL will shine brighter than ever. The torch will have been passed from generation to
generation and we will see the bonds of the CYL family grow. And whatever it is that we publish on, pen, paper,
print, digital, we will remember these triumphs of the CYL family and then look forward to a brand new chapter in
the 22nd Century.
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| Chinese Youth League Lion and Dragon Dance Group

CHINESE YOUTH LEAGUE
LION & DRAGON DANCE AUSTRALIA

Our History 4% /a‘ ﬁ %EJ m @

The team was founded in 1976 and based in Sydney, Chinese Youth League Lion

and Dragon Dance Australia (CYLLADDA) practises both Southern (Traditional and

Freestyle) Lion Dance & Dragon Dance and have been performing in New South

" Wales for nearly 40 years now. The objective of our troupe is to educate the public

about lion and dragon dance through performances, presentations, and interaction.

; History, knowledge and understanding are crucial elements in appreciating the Asian

. arts and traditions; we foster this through our strong community presence and providing
'& information about the cultural relevance of this ancient dance.

CYLLADDA.COM

Team Photo - Performing at the Bendigo Easter Festival 2019
Celebrating the unveiling of their (Bendigo Chinese Association) new dragon: Dai Gum Loong.
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Chinese Youth League Subgroup Activities

Lion Festival 2007 - Our team performing on poles
One of our early performances on poles

Our Team

Our Seniors

Lokman Leung
Team Leader
Age: 33

Being a leader of this team is something | cannot describe
easily, but it is certainly something | do not take for granted.
I’'ve been lion dancing since | was 9, became a senior
member in 2005 and only becoming the Captain of the
team in 2015. And throughout this journey I've met amazing
people, | have learnt things that | will uphold throughout my
life and | have gained memories that | will cherish forever.

| have formed bonds that | would never dare sever. From
people that | respect, that helped guide and mentor me
such as my past coach Jason Ng, to people that | hope to
do the same for, my students. | have a team that | can call
family. As | continue to build the legacy that my mentors
have left behind, | continue to learn valuable lessons along
the way. Lessons that my mentors were trying to impart

Lion Festival 2006 - Lion on metal ball over the see-saw
Performed by our coaches from Singapore

Here is a little insight from our team members. We went ahead to ask our senior members the question “What does
being a CYLLADDA leader mean to you? And what do you enjoy most about it?” Here’s what they had to say.

onto me all this time, but | have only realised now. In
leading this team, | have also met other leaders from other
teams, from all around Australia and around the world.
Many of them | respect and look up to. And even now, | am
lucky enough to be surrounded by like-minded people in
my team, some of whom are also seniors of this team.

Leading this team, has further taught me what patience
truly means. What sacrifice truly means. And most
importantly what trust, support and team work truly means.
It has taught me to value others, more so than | have
already had. And of course, it has taught me, | cannot
do this alone.

Some of the saddest and some of the happiest memories
stem from my lion dancing journey. From losing my mentor
Simon Wong and my student Tommy Ngo, all the way
to witnessing my team winning a world championship.
Whether it was tears of pain or tears of joy, it is these
moments | will not forget. From performing together through
all the Chinese New Year schedules, to all the Bendigo
trips, from struggling together at training, memories | will
always cherish.

Most importantly, outside of all the milestones and
achievements we reach together as a team, what | enjoy
the most about leading this team is watching them grow.
Not only as lion dancers but also as people. | have known
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some students that barely started school, but now I find
myself discussing their career paths with them. | have
known students that could barely pick up a lion head, but
now has held up a world championship trophy. | have
known students that barely knew what lion dancing was,
but now has dedicated their life to it. And | am grateful that
| was able to be there and pleasantly witness it all. And so
| start to realise why the leaders before me dedicated so
much of their time to this team and to this art form. So, as
my students continue to strive and succeed on their own
journeys, | just hope one day they will understand and feel
what lion dancing truly meant to me and that is, for lack of
a better word, Everything.

Homan Leung
Senior Instructor & Coordinator
Age: 34

| was born into the CYL family as mum and dad had met
and married in CYL. | was then placed into Wushu and
lion dance as a form of baby-sitting while my parents
volunteered their time to build CYL.

With Wushu, | had a lot of fun socialising with fellow friends
and family such as Nathan and Adrian Yeung, Wilson
Wong, Lokman Leung, the 3 Boons, Jong Yeng and Darren
Louie, as we were all similar ages and all with the same
adventurous and mischievous spirit. With Darling Harbour
and China town our playground, we got into a lot of trouble.
With lion dancing, it was very different. It was just myself,
Lokman, Nathan and Adrian (also known as the Sei Dai Tin
Wongs (the 4 heavenly kings) as we were inseperable) who
were kids. Everyone else was in high school or university.
Lead by Simon Wong and Jason Ng and our Si Hings such
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as Liam and Kevin Kuo, took us under their wings to help
teach and guide us the special skills, knowledge, tradition
and history of lion dancing. It helped develop a deep
passion within me and unknowingly showed me the first
steps to being a leader.

Forward to 2005, | was voted by the team to be the team
captain. With no idea and no experience of being a leader,
the enormity of the role petrified me but with the guidance
of Jason Ng and Simon Wong and the huge support from
the team, family and friends; | was able to help achieve our
team’s dream of competing in the world championships and
be noticed within the lion dance community.

After this, the team had an influx of new students who
were eager to learn the art of lion dancing. My role had
changed again from team captain to the team leader. This
meant more time spent organising, teaching and committee
meetings and less time lion dancing. This was when |
realised the importance of being a leader; the responsibility
to pass the knowledge of lion dancing to the next
generation and to help new members build character
and confidence, guide them through life via lion dancing
and teach them to be a better lion dancer and in turn a
better person (hopefully).

Looking back at the achievements | have made as a team
captain and team leader, | realise | was not a born leader
as some people had claimed me to be but | was fortunate
enough to have witnessed other great leaders: Jason Ng
for passing all his knowledge of lion dancing, Simon Wong
for showing his ability to manage a team effectively, Kevin
showed that you do not have to be bossy to be a boss
and Liam for making us one of his Lengs. | was also lucky
enough to have a great team that was patient with my
outbursts, supported me when | was inexperienced and
respected my decisions (even when they were terrible!).

So what does being a CYLLADDA leader mean to me?
Everything!

The memories and life friends | have made. My team,
whether from the past, present or future are my family.
To be able to come to training to catch up, banter, train
together and share the same passion builds a bond like no
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other. This lead to extra curricular activities together such
as forming a motorcycle crew together, going to the snows
as well as celebrating the birth of each other’s kids.

| have the privilege to know the team on a deeper level.
To be able to discover what their dreams and passions are
and to try to help them achieve this is very rewarding for
me. Being able to help the girls team to win the Macau Lion
dance championship is one of my greatest achievements
in life and to see their faces of joy and gratitude was one of
the most rewarding experiences in my life.

Other memories include witnessing how the world’s best
teams train and prepare for competitions, building lasting
friendships with other lion teams, Lord of the Rings movie
marathon, watching Jong Yeng take 8 minutes to try and
fold a napkin into a hat (and still failed).

Without these memories and ‘family’, | would not be the
person | am today.

Adrian Yeung
Senior Instructor
Age: 32

Firstly, | want to congratulate CYL on
this amazing milestone. Our lion group
would not be able to achieve what we

have achieved without the support of the
organization, members and family.

Over the couple of decades of being apart of CYL'’s lion
& dragon dance team has given me the chance to grow
internally and become a senior team member.

As a leader | found that it was important to pass on knowledge
and experience that we have gained over the years of lion
dancing. It wasn’t only lion dancing skills we taught, but also
respect for one another, discipline, culture and family. I've
enjoyed watching many of our students grow from a young
child/teenager to where they are now as adults. As their senior
for more than a decade it shows how loyal they have been to
CYL, to us and to the lion & dragon dance community.

Being apart of CYL family, has given us opportunities

Chinese Youth League Subgroup Activities

to acquire life long friendships locally, interstate and
internationally, whom | can call brothers & sisters.

Lastly, a message to our current and future students,
remember to keep on striving to be better than they were
yesterday, even if today is harder than yesterday, do your best.

Keat Lao
Senior Instructor & Coordinator
Age: 27

My parents would take me to out during
CNY when | was young to watch lion
and dragon dancing. Initially afraid,
| was eventually captivated by the
energetic movements of the lion being
accompanied by the loud thundering noises of firecrackers,
drums, cymbal and gong. Being a leader at CYLLADDA
allows me to share the same experience | enjoyed when | was
younger among our multicultural community and also inspiring
the younger generation in the Chinese cultural art.

Being apart of CYL allows me to be with a group of people
who share the same passion about lion dancing. CYL also
provides me with the opportunities in meeting other lion
teams across the world, allowing me to learn more about
the tradition of Chinese lion dancing. | enjoy being able to
participate in various performances throughout the year, most
notably: CNY, Bendigo Easter Festival and partaking in the
CNY festivities in Melbourne with CYSM.

and Dragon Dancing mean to you? What do you enjoy most

‘ We also asked our prominent students “What does Lion
about it?” Here’s what they had to say.

Amy Fong
13+ Years as student
Age: 20

My uncle, Simon Wong, introduced my
sisters and | to lion dancing in 2006,
but | never expected it would become
such a big part of my life. Here | found a
second family that looked after me and put their time, effort
and patience to pass on their knowledge to me. I've formed
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so many bonds and friendships through lion dance and I've
gotten to know how fun and rewarding being part of a team
can be. That’'s what | like about lion and dragon dancing,
everyone is growing and working towards getting better and
better, while motivating each other, whether you’re from the
same team or not.

Lion and Dragon dance has reconnected me to my heritage
in such an enjoyable way and I'm glad that | can be part of
the sharing of this culture and art. | haven’t just learnt the
physical things; since I've started, | can definitely say I've
been challenged to push beyond my limits and have learnt so
much about myself and my own potential. In training for big
performances like Bendigo Easter Festival and the Girls Lion
Dance Competition in Macau, I've found that | always surprise
myself at what | can accomplish. Drumming has evolved into
one of my greatest skills and | never would’ve thought I'd
reach this level and become a main drummer of the team,
yet alone have the opportunity to learn from international
lion and dragon dance leaders and compete and win a
world championship.

There is so much passion that comes with lion and dragon
dancing and it is vibrantly projected in performances with
everyone giving it their all. | am still continuously amazed

when | see the lion

Rosemary Fung
9+ Years as student
Age: 27

Identity. And Saturday training.

Andrew Wong
9+ Years as student
Age: 24

Hmmm... Lion dancing is a piece of
cover culture that is: People, Family,
Culture, Discipline, Growth, Sport

Lion dancing is a piece of Chinese

culture that has been adapted and
reinvented in the modern day. Having symbolisms originate
from centuries ago, but the audience of today, it has
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undergone many changes. However, what hasn’t changed in
my opinion is that Lion dancing teaches the values of discipline
and respect, and | have learnt to recognise that by putting in
hard work, anyone is capable of achieving great things.

| think of my team as if they are my family. Through thick
and thin, | have found my team to be there when | needed
them. | can always count on my captain and the seniors to
push me to improve. During my 9 years in the team, | have
grown as a person and as a team mate. When | first joined
CYL, | was only here to practice and maintain an active
lifestyle; to stay fit. However, as | practiced and trained, more
challenges appeared, and | discovered that | was determined
to overcome them. Being surrounded with great team mates
have taught me to love lion dancing, and now | would proudly
say that | am here because | am passionate about being a
good lion dancer, and passionate about my team and what
they represent. | would confidently say that lion dancing has
made me who | am today.

Getting fit, Improving myself, Achieving.

Being in a lion and having a great performance. Coming out
of the lion and seeing smiles among the audience means a
lot to me. | believe that people remember emotions more than
anything. As such, knowing that people are happy, surprised
or even scared after a performance means that | have done
my job as a performer.

Cai Tse
5+ Years as student
Age: 28

It was Chinese New Year’s Eve and it
was customary for my family to head
to the temple before midnight to burn
incense. On any other given day, the
temple would be empty, but on that one night every year,
hundreds of people would gather there to pay their respects
to the ancestors.

And every year, there was a lion dance performance.

But on that one year, when the performance was over and the
crowd had thinned out, the magic of the lion dance was lifted.
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| watched the lion dancers retreat into the night when one of
them collapsed, exhausted. His teammates had to carry him
to the van and emptied bottles of water on the young dancer
in an attempt to revive him. | fell in love that night. | fell in
love with his dedication, his hard work, his commitment and
his discipline. | fell in love with the elusive reason why he
continued to lion dance when it posed this much danger
to his wellbeing.

| fell in love with his team. It was a team dynamic | yearned
for, but vehemently opposed. | was an emo 12 year old who
thought being the brooding lone wolf type was cool.

What does Lion and Dragon Dancing mean to me? It means
that despite the pain, the conflicts, the soaring highs and
the agonising lows, despite the war we face as individuals,
we continue to fight as a team. We craft, we hone, and we
execute endlessly until our bodies give out or we quit. But
your team will never let you quit. What the CYL Lion and
Dragon Dance Team means to me is more than | can express
in a single lifetime.

In some respects, | still think being the brooding lone wolf
type is cool, but now | get to be one as part of my very own
team of fierce lion dancers who will never let me live it down,
and | love them for it.

instagram.com/artofcai

Future Endeavors

CYLLADDA is currently preparing for upcoming competitions.
One of them includes the MGM World Lion Dance
Championships in Macau. Where we will be defending our
Championship in the women’s categories, this year. After our
women’s team won it 2018, we became the first Australian
team win a championship overseas and also became the first
western team to win that particular competition. So now we
doing our best to prepare for the occasion again and hopefully
we can bring back the trophy back to Australia. As our lion
dancing continues to build, we are also busy strengthening
our dragon dance team. With so much more man power
involved, it has been tough building a dragon dance team to
competition standards. However, we are confident in our hard
work, not to mention with the help of our friends in the Dragon

Chinese Youth League Subgroup Activities

and Lion Dancing community, we hope to become one the
first Australian teams to do well in upcoming dragon dance
competitions.

As we continue to move forward we hope to continue our
close relationships with the incredible teams we have met
along the way. From our long time friends to all the teams we
have met recently, we are grateful for your friendship and we

like to thank you for celebrating this special day with us!

=
MGM All-Girls Competition, Macau 2018 - All smiles after taking
home the championship

Amy Fong (Drummer), Cai Tse (Tail), Rosemary Fung (Head),
Veronica Fung (Cymbals), Kimberly Fung (Cymbals) & Jared Young (Gong)

Bendigo Easter Festival 2019 - Dragon Performance
Celebrating the unveiling of Dai Gum Loong

Dragon Boat Festival 2019 - Blessings of the Water
Blessing the festival and cheering on our Dragon Boat team
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EEHLERMEMIIN 1984 F, ESEHEERT 35 FHNER, B 1984 FERETERITNREALLEUR, BFHL
FEAE—EARFTER. IR, HEMCETER, B&, &Lk, EIWERERFZS AT, HMEE
—HRENSEHRFNEE, BRERMITKER, AXRSMILBEEE,

NARBERYZ — EquﬂlY{t’“iAEF/zE’] BAFEMt R, EASHEASNEZ—. WERURHERRE
BhelR, A 2000 FNXMAESL, E2—IEEBKEY, BSXEHHMAINZHAEPITBIEETHRS.

EEHEAENNNEESRMEENEENREAESDNER, BRH—ETEXEERIJIHNERRE, EERER
MEABRK - BERCEFEEARNTBERERT HEIEER, BEHTEEURNRERNEE!

BEEULEEMNEEMENEZETM (FrM) MEZR CRAFE2) B, SLEb2 R EM A R AEFAHEAEIR H AR,
AR —BEERFHINER, HANNLARERDERTEEKFT, MAZ2Mm7TERMNUXN, mRmERE
M S F EAS BRI RERIREE., 2016 F, BEHER T FERERE, ERERBERHKEEMSHIAEN
R, HASHTMEERBIREEL .

MERBER—TRIRER, IEBILEIRRMAKE B2 —ERBENERXFBRRNTEE. BANGZRFHEE
EETEMFNEMHLEREE), FREFXEAI! http://www.dragonboat.cyl.org.au/

| BEHREAESMSFERTHNER DB EAKEES)

61



62

S

/

£ Chinese Youth League Subgroup Activities

fm

.

»\_—>1~b

7]
=]

| Chinese Youth League Dragon Boat Group

Founded in 1984 CYL Dragon Boat (CYL DB) is celebrating over 35 years of Dragon Boating. The CYL Dragon
Boat team has been competing since the first dragon boat races in Sydney back in 1984. During this time, the
crews have developed, grown, chopped, changed and morphed into many different forms. We currently have a
fantastic bunch of paddlers who like to be competitive, but party pretty hard when we're not on the water.

One of its aims is to bring Chinese culture to the wider Australian community, and dragon boating is one activity which
it organises to do this. Dragon boating provides a unique sporting experience which has a cultural history going back
2000 years. It is a team sport that both men and women can participate in and compete literally side by side.

CYL is a dragon boat team dedicated to enriching the lives of our members and the development of the sport of
dragon boating. We provide a social yet competitive team environment that aims to support your individual needs —
whether you wish to paddle socially or competitively is entirely up to you.

CYL encourages their members to trial for the State (NSW) and National (Australian) squad which are selected by
both the state and national body of Dragon Boat in Australia. As we are a competitive team, we have had our opens
team qualify at an international level. They have participated in the World Club Crew Championships in Ravenna ltaly,
Adelaide South Australia and Szeged Hungary. In 2016 CYL was rewarded, Club of the Year and this was recognised
by their hard work to the Dragon Boat Community and was voted by the NSW Dragon Boat Board.

So if you're thinking about giving dragon boating a try, then just take the plunge and contact us! It's a great way
to get fit and make new friends. Many of our paddlers help out with the other community activities run by CYL, so
come out and try out dragon boat! http://www.dragonboat.cyl.org.au/

Club Crew World CYL Dragon Boat crew in action and CYL Dragon Boat members, represented Australia for the World
Championships in Adelaide perfect timing Championships in Welland, Canada.

Championships Adelaide, South Australia

I CYL Dragon Boat members in Ravenna, Italy for the Club Crew World I CYL Opens crew come 2nd in the Club Crew World Championships in
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What a feeling to have everyone in the club bring home a medal! At the CYL Dragon Boat members in Szeged, Hungary, for the Club Crew World
Nationals Dragon Boat races in Albury, Victoria Championships

| BEHR KEFEEE

BEEHRGREEECHIDEA+FT . BEHREFEESEREHREPEL, IRAREREEEERER
ROFNEE A TR 3 o Bl S5 B A PR R AT ST AL

SEEBESFERRRAIER, PRNSHRIL. MEEBEEAEEATREEREEINFKESHAGSBNTER
MREEHERIS, BEA—EEEURRGT, BMUBEFRELSBRITNESEE. tfISXMBHELHBERRRA
FERSR, BEAC! HEE-EIIRETEHEREBRSMEREL, FAZRESKEETEZSEANSEPELER
XE, BEETEE TEREIR. RE8AE. SE_TEEAMLRENEHREIS, 1YES T ERALNSEES.

SEESF RGBS T HEAATRMNR SRS, NERFEMTEMFIEET, ZESIFLBENRE, =
ABEMBUTHB RN LT, I, ZEEEFZERNGAIEITHAVEL, #: MEREIENE. BX
FEtEEE. BOEME. ERMEEBELELRRENES,

2009 FREBHLSMEEIIENAZEAE, FREMOTETERSNT BRESTEFEAE", BET 8BE".
2010 FEEBSRIINEEMBESE, £ EEY TEHEABRIKIEWENRESTE, HAE20NF "BE
EEEREAE TREVE.,

2012 F 5 B, HRBEAHIERS, FEENMBEIRIZE Burwood, ARRBME, RiEAHTE, BLBLE
B, THEFNINSERREE, Z2RARSERE, SRMBEHTMEL . ERMMAESEREAT] THREN
SEERESHAZSNEREREMEDD, KIRENSRINZENS T EEAEMENTENE,

RTHEEESEHERETREIREERE, BRARNERRLE, ToVRBEEHEREBRNMIEUERBRMY 2016
F4 1, BEANGMBHAXARNHEREMSIAEZEY., ANBSMHEXNTERERENERFESR,
BREENZEZNEREAENRICER. RERESEHNMEA, EHEFEAZINNER, EXLHBET
i, NHEEAHRKBLIETATWNES), BEY 2 FEEXIFAIZ%, FEFMASSMZBIREL. W=
SEIECNIE, ANNIEARIE RIRIGKIGIEESIAER, LN RERDEERRMEEERIE!
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SREXFNSEYREZI T Chippendale EFNEBMMFERAVEL, RETARN—RET! SFEEEEE
RZINT BEHEFENNARBRTEEL S, fAPEEPREN B IECAR M RUeHE "2 T TEHEUE
NS EES, FaOSEEAEESINAFIREL. EMESZFENSM T SFEAENRERNE.

HRERISEENEAZEEREHRE, ERERSHNERERPRAML, RFEFTEMEEMERFNEN,
ZAHBRNERERERKRESZNES ! HAIMIMHBUEAE RN FEANMFEAINATMIREFERE ! ERfE
FHE, SERNEETBERESEEEREMN—MDHE!

I 2019 BIEFHEEH | EEHERBEN | =agaEd

I 2019 KRR RAFEFHEMNBETBINAR/ARER
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| Chinese Youth League Cultural Dancing Group

CYL Cultural Dancing Group has been established for nearly 50 years with the aim of teaching and preserving
Chinese Culture and furthering the appreciation and awareness of the art of Chinese Dance.

The Cultural Dancing Group used to regularly open junior, intermediate and senior classes. All the young dancers
trained at CYL in Chinese culture dances display superior Chinese cultural dancing techniques and some can perform
with ribbons, scarves and fans in highly skilled synchrony movements. Their wonderful performances always capture
the audience’s eyes and make them amazed.

The group has actively committed to various performances in Sydney area and has won many opportunities to
perform on some major occasions such as: Sydney Opera House, Parliament House, Sydney 2000 Olympics Opening
Ceremony etc. all of which have been highly praised.

The group has actively participated in various events organised by City of Sydney, such as Chinese (Lunar) New Year
Celebrations, in which their wonderful performances have received unanimous praise from both the City of Sydney
and the audience. In addition, the group has committed supportive performance for some important occasions, such
as Art Gallery of NSW, Australian Museum, Powerhouse Museum, Market City and NSW Historic Houses, etc.

In 2009, for the first time, the CYL senior dance group girls, led by the dance teacher Susan Xu, participated in
the Mc-Donald’s Sydney Eisteddfod/Dance of Champion and achieved encouragement award. In 2010, the girls
participated again in the competition and placed the 3rd, and in 2011, the group won the first prize in World Dance
from Mc-Donald’s Sydney Eisteddfod 2011.

In May, 2012, due to the renovation of the CYL clubhouse, all the dance group classes were moved to Burwood. Due
to the inconvenient transportation and inadequate facilities, some students dropped out, especially in the junior and
intermediate classes, and later the senior class students gradually left due to various reasons. However, the solid
dance foundation they set in the dance group made them still active in other activities, especially some students of the
senior class became the backbone of CYL Lion Dance Group.

In order to continue to promote Chinese culture dance in Sydney, to energize people’s spare time, and make full use
of the unique geographical advantages of the CYL clubhouse, in April 2016, CYL and the Susanna World Culture and
Art Association decided to jointly enrol dance students. The dance teacher, Susanna graduated from the Guangxi
Arts Institute (China), majoring in dance with abundant experience in stage performance, teaching and choreography.
The students in the dance group now are all adults, who began with little experience in professional dance and its
techniques. However, after more than 2 years of strict and careful training, the students have made various stage
appearances. Their elegant dance movements, beautiful and charming music, costumes and headwear are very eye-
catching, and their outstanding performances and movements have made the audience even more amazed!

In the recent 2 years, the group performed at the Chinese New Year Celebrations hosted by Chippendale Council,
where they were very well received. This year, they first time participated in the Sydney Lunar Festival 2019 held by
the City of Sydney, and their dances, ‘A Flower Moon Night on the Spring River’ and ‘Dun Huang Buddhist Dance ’
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were highly recommended by the council. After the performance, the group was invited by City of Sydney to perform
again in the next year’s celebrations. These two dances are now a repertoire of the dance group.

As the Chinese dance groups in Sydney are now everywhere, we need to make even harder efforts to stand out
among the many dance teams. The main goal of our dance group is to recruit more students! We warmly welcome
young people and adults who love dancing to join our dance group! Let us work together to contribute to the
promotion of Chinese culture dance in Australia!

I Chinese New Year Performance, 2004

I CYL Dance Group performance at the Sydney Luna Festival 2019
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2013 &, BHELEEE, HASZEFHNRESEMBFEES MM ESRENHIED), WEX, BIRMER
tEE ., EREREAMNAMANSBANEDT, MEE T =AEMED RN —R GPS ., =EMAR, RXE,
EHBNEARWSEIANSZG T, tHEEESENREGSRESRIT, LI, 2014 F, BEHLRAPXREZTTE
BELITEEINXE, K5I TEZEEMA. RIBARBK, FITERIE 2015 FhpE RBINEIMR, FIEF)E
ITEZR, REER 2016 I - EEBHHLEFE, &BEHEN—E/)AE.

PR T ELIRITIN, REMEERS T H B AES, EPEE 2016 FHNPEEF A SHRIF, 40 ZRBE20
TiIE—RE, BEMSERN Jim Young WBNHBTIIE, E—ETFHEE 40 ZRELHIFSE! —BFSHER
B —Ew8 REERIERF BB, ZRENEREEZELMmEREN.

IS BSt A2 00 2015 Fr)NMAREIEIZR S F E3kBAES T EUEME. BB R FINES hRR
R, thPIaSENSKRER, EAMAREESREAE. IFERGIAHEEEREEMEMMPFIESEEMPE,
BARFBNZEENFH TENELFR. BRUZEENEDHIEHEL, BEE, HFRE, MK, BRI,
ROE, MfmiRER.

NEERE TR ZSMABRZSHNERRT, KREBURIBNEERIS K, EBLERITHRIEF ., EELRIT
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| Chinese Youth League Recreation Group

In 2013, Eddy Young noticed that many CYL senior members were not capable of continuing in hard active sports
they used to partake in, such as basketball, football and dragon boat racing. Being encouraged and assisted by
adviser Joe Leung and David Chu, he personally bought three bush walking guide books and a GPS map. With the
support of Ming Lam, Tony Hau, Henry Au, Nelson Chow and others, he then started organizing a monthly bush
walk around the outskirts of Sydney. Further to that, in 2014, CYL did a release to Chinese media about walking
activities, which attracted more members to join. By popular demand, the walking activities were increased to twice
per month from 2015. After smooth running for a year the Recreation Group was then established in 2016 - the
youngest and most interesting group in CYL.
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Apart from bush walking, other Chinese cultural activities were organized, which included a traditional Chinese
Moon Cake Making Class in 2015. Over 40 students attended, and thank you to Eddy and Jim Young for their hard
work for teaching them, as guiding over 40 students in one afternoon is not easy task! Once CYL establishes a new
club house with cooking facilities, the class will be held again due to its popularity.

We were very proud to organize a Welcome Dinner for the Chinese National Men’s Football Team when they
took part in the 2015 Asian Cup. The team appreciated the welcome and the efforts in assisting them. They had
approached Eddy for help, as they could not handle eating western food on a daily basis. A big thank you goes to
Old Town Restaurant for sending a cook to their hotel to cook Chinese meals. We thanked the welcome committee
for their hard work and generosity. The welcome committee members were Eddy Young, James Kwok, Ken So,
Ming Lam, Nelson Chow, Raymond Tang, Alan Tang and Joe Leung.

Many well-attended weekend trips were also organized, for fruit picking and tour to an oyster and Barramundi farm.
The trips were well conducted. In these trips, the participants were able to learn about Australia's strengths and
development in agriculture, mining, tourism and education. They also learnt about CYL history, achievements

| Recreation Group's walking tour | Beautiful ladies in the recreation group
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| Chinese Youth League Table Tennis Group

Since 1955, the first National Day Cup Table Tennis Tournament was held in our club, it has been held for many
times. After the first championship won by the international student, Pinchu Chou, from Hong Kong, Longhua
Huang, another international student from Hong Kong also won the championship. Gregory Lai and Godfray Ma
won many competitions. The best player was Andrew Chen. He won the championship five times and was elected
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as a representative for New South
Wales in 1965 to participate in
012 EI“_" h%ﬁ%éﬁ | the National Junior Table Tennis

Championship in Australia.

58 iri Eﬁﬁ,ﬁg fﬁ%ﬁﬁaﬁ% _

Chinese Youth League (CYL) has
F ' _ e ¢ ; 3 i '. always supported the development
' ; ! of table tennis in NSW and
has also participated in many
tournaments hosted by the NSW
Table Tennis Association especially
the 1964 tournament, the A second
team and A reserve team won the
championship in the winter league,
and B team won the championship
in the summer league. The players

at that time were Gregory Lai,
Zhenyi Zhuang, Andrew Chen, Peter Wong, Tieyu Zheng, Xueyao Gu and Xueyong Gu.

Table tennis continued to operate in our club. In the 1980s, players practiced every weekend. In the 1990s, it went
quiet for a while. In 2000, we reorganized table tennis activities for the senior group. In 2001, Veteran Cup Open
was held. People over the age of 50 could participate. By 2003 and 2004, the Women's Open was included, which
attracted many great players to participate, among whom were: the former coach for Guangdong Province, Wenling
Qiu, the former champion from Vietnam, Wenyin Li, the former Australian champion, Paul Pinkewich and David
Beaumont. In women’s field: Vivien Tan and Jiayi Chen were champions from NSW, and Chunyi Feng and Michelle
Beaumont etc. were the NSW youth champions.

From 2007 to 2010, the Hua Xing Table Tennis Club, the Australian Chinese & Descendants Mutual Association
and the Australian Cambodian Chinese Association held four Friendship Cup competitions in turn to promote
the development of table tennis. In 2005 the Chinese Consulate General in Sydney invited the CYL Table Tennis
Group to the consulate for a friendly competition. The Consul General, Shaofang Qiu, personally was leading the
competition. After the game, our group was served with delicious buffet for hospitality. Later the Consulate paid a
visit to CYL, which showed their close relations to the people and their care and friendship to the community.

In November 2012, CYL and the Australian Chinese & Descendants Mutual Association were invited to the
Consulate General for a friendly match, the ex-Consul General Jielong Duan was a great table tennis player.
He swayed freely and showed his style of being a champion. He was very enthusiastic and intensive. Everyone
appreciated it. We were also served with delicious food. CYL president Patricia Quah and Vice President Leng Tan
were at present. Participants communicated and exchanged ideas well and returned happily and contentedly.

Due to the recent renovation of the clubhouse, the table tennis has been suspended for some time. After the office
conditions become normal soon, we will continue to play table tennis every Monday and Friday, and we will inform
everyone in time.

7
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| Chinese Youth League Tai Chi Group

The Chinese Youth League (CYL) Tai Chi Group which was established in May, 2003, has a special and strong
affiliation with CYL in advancing one of its social objectives of promoting Chinese tai chi culture in Australia. It is
comprised of about 20 dedicated members who primarily practise two sets of health gigong and a number of Yang
style international competition tai chi forms on a weekly basis. In addition to the weekly exercise for enhancing
strengths, body balance and flexibility of participants, the tai chi class also provides a forum for friendship, social
gathering and inclusiveness in society. The group members always enjoy morning tea over biscuits; lunch after
class as well as join in parties with CYL Table Tennis Group members to celebrate Christmas, Chinese New Year
and Mid-Autumn Festival.

Over the years, CYL has had a number of tai chi instructors who had voluntarily given their time in imparting their
valuable skills to participants. They include Sifu Cheung Mom Hong, Sifu Chow Ji Lun, Chong Wong, Peter Wong
and Wing Kwok. Their contribution and inspiration which enables ongoing succession of instructors is gratefully
acknowledged. The current instructors are Cyril Loa and Stanley Lung. They are committed to enhancing group
members’ level of tai chi skills in order to improve their overall health and well-being.

Apart from having the regular tai chi practice on-site, the group activities also aim at embracing tai chi as an integral
part of traditional Chinese culture with individuals and external group participation at events including:
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In 2019 - Cyril Loa brought an Australian delegation of about 10 practitioners to participate in a tai chi cultural festival and
international competition in China. It was a great gathering of about 3,000 tai chi practitioners from all over the world. Cyril was
awarded an honorary credential for promoting China’s tai chi culture in Australia with the Australian team also winning 2 gold and 4
silver medals.

Looking Forward

As part of belonging to the wider Tai Chi family, the Group seeks to further promote the tai chi culture in the future
by:

- Joining in the annual World Tai Chi and Qigong Day.

- Participating in external community events and tai chi performances.

In order to make the tai chi practice programme more diversified and interesting, Group instructors will complete
the Yang Style 48 Form and introduce new forms. Tai chi, although a martial art in its origin, is now mainly practised
for its therapeutic health benefits, mainly for promoting strength, balance and flexibility, necessary attributes for falls

prevention.

The CYL Tai Chi Group welcomes anyone who may be interested to join and wants to give tai chi a go. It is suitable
for all ages and fitness levels.
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| Chinese Youth League Social Welfare Group

CYL Social Welfare Group has been established for nearly 20 years. With Hellen Chu and David Chu as the group
leaders, the group has organized many overseas and local trips so as to enrich the leisure life of the members as
well as to enhance the mutual understanding and contact between the members.

The members of the group up to today have vividly remembered the travels of the "Silk Road", "Jiuzhaigou" and
"Shandong Province and the North —West part of China". In these journeys, the members not only saw with their
own eyes the great rivers and mountains and historical sites of China, but learned about the Chinese local customs
and human culture as well.
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In addition to the long-distance travels, the group has also organized short-distance tours and outings in Australia.
During the trips, everyone was in high mood, and filled with laughter and songs all the way. During the mountain
climbing, everyone was more vigorous with age, supported each other, encouraged each other, and enhanced
mutual friendship.

Time flies! As the years have passed, the group members have now entered the age of the old, and a long journey
has become an activity that is not suitable for the group members. Therefore, under the proposal of the members,
the group is now gathering every Thursday to have Yum Cha at Zilver Restaurant. Everyone speaks freely and
keeps an optimistic attitude toward life, enjoying ourselves together!

We warmly welcome everyone to join us!
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| Chinese Youth League Wushu Group

Wushu is the modernisation of traditional Chinese martial arts practiced since ancient times. Whilst vast in scope,
it is a remarkably inclusive sport, catering for all different styles and forms, as well as individual personalities owing
to the breadth of scope. The common misconception of Wushu is that it is known as Kung Fu, and a narrow subset
relating to more popularised forms such as Wing Chun and Jeet Kun Do. Wushu is an accumulation of all traditional
martial arts styles, and because of this it is fascinating to see the possibilities and forms grow from learning and
understanding the concept of Wushu.

CYL Wushu was formed with the intention of spreading the knowledge of martial arts to youth of the day. As a niche
sport in Australia, more so given the generalised and loose nature of dedicated forms it gained popularity due to
the ability to express one’s personality through their desired form. While learning about the modern adaptations of
traditional martial arts philosophies, students also bond over the shared passion for martial arts. It is through this
passion that one learns not only about strength and flexibility, but also philosophy, determination and perseverance.

Students also have the chance to participate in more traditional training methods when the opportunity arises to
travel to China to participate in specialised classes. Whilst no means easy or simple, it provides a rich cultural
understanding on what it means to be a modern martial artist.

Currently, CYL Wushu is led by current group leader Raymond Lam with Edwin Mak and Benjamin Chow as senior
co-leaders of the group. They are greatly assisted by coach Andrew Fu, a former Australian Wushu Champion and
are also aided by the CYL Lion and Dragon dance group owing to the shared commonalities in techniques between
the two disciplines.

Currently, CYL Wushu holds classes on Saturday from 1.30pm to 3.30pm and all are invited to attend.
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| Chinese Youth League Cantonese Opera Group

On 1 July 2019 Chinese Youth League reached its 80th Anniversary. Chinese Youth League was founded in 1 July
1939, with Kenneth Frederick Wong as the inaugural chairman. In its 80 years of history, the Chinese Youth League has
maintained its traditions and enthusiastically pursued a range of valuable goals and activities. The second generation of
members have passionately taken on the mantle of the previous generation and have worked strongly together. The youth
groups had developed and participated in a wide range of activities from Cantonese Opera, Chinese Cultural Dance, Lion
and Dragon Dance, Wu-Shu, Dragon Boat, Table Tennis, Tai Chai, Welfare and Recreation over many seasons.
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Over this period, the Cantonese Opera Group has been an important part of the activities. Under the persistence
and guidance of Dao Ping Wu, the Cantonese Opera Group has grown from strength to strength over the past 28
years. In November 1990 a group of Chinese opera enthusiasts gathered and appointed Dao Ping Wu as Group
leader. Under Dao Ping Wu's leadership, the group delivered many performances per year and was enthusiastically
embraced by the Australian Chinese public.

Cantonese Opera is a common memory and passion amongst the Chinese diaspora. The Chinese diaspora is wide
spread across the world and the common love for Cantonese Opera is deep. The Chinese Youth League Cantonese
Opera Group has maintained this tradition and has helped spread the enthusiasm for this traditional art form.

Every year the group has given free concerts, including free lunches and gifts, to celebrate Senior's week,
Chinese New Year, dragon boat festival, mid-Autumn festival, and other Chinese festive occasions. The group has
participated in a number of fund raising activities, including the joint venture with other Sydney Cantonese Opera
groups to raise funds for flood victims in East China. Finally the group has delivered workshops and partnered with
other Cantonese opera groups to deliver many events, such as; Sze Yup(Guan Dai) Temple performance, Master
Wah Kong anniversary performance and the Australian Cantonese Opera 30th Anniversary performance.

The Cantonese Opera Group has also participated in many major community event, such as Chinese New Year
celebrations that facilitated by Sydney City Council, the street parade, the eye-dotting ceremony of dragon boats
at Darling Harbour for the National Dragon Boat Race. The events were lively and contributed to the festive
atmosphere of the celebration. The group holds Cantonese Opera workshops, to enable and foster discussion of
the art form and to encourage those who may be interested to try Cantonese opera.

Despite the advancing age of Dao Ping Wu, she continues to promote the Cantonese opera art form. Dao Ping
Wu's life has been heavily intertwined with the work of the Cantonese Opera Group and she has lent her extensive
knowledge and experience to teach many students--from singing technique to stage movements and other basics
of Cantonese opera. These students are now themselves consummate performers, teachers and fans of Cantonese
opera as a result. Some students have studied under her for more than 10 years.

The Cantonese Opera Group is self-funded, with support from generous sponsors. The group is supported and
governed by the policy of the Chinese Youth League.

The Group's weekly Schedules:
1: Wednesday: Singing techniques and stage movements.
2: Thursday: Singing and Karaoke practice.

Under the caring guidance and encouragement of Dao Ping Wu, new comers to Cantonese opera are welcome.
Despite there being much to learn, Dao Ping Wu's advice is "A journey of a thousand miles starts with one step”,
and "Practice makes perfect".

The Cantonese Opera Group is planning many future activities and those interested are encouraged to register and
participate. Everyone is welcome!
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“Eye dotting” for Harbour Dragon Boat Race, Year of dog at Darling

| 2014 Year of the Horse Chinese New Year Parade
Harbour

| Cooperated performance, February 2018 | Cantonese Opera workshop, 2018
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| Cantonese Opera Group, The Show of “Legend of the White Snake”, September 20, 1992
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| Looking Forward

As CYL continues to grow, we hope to:

+ Eventually acquire a larger space for our clubhouse with new facilities to accommodate the ever
growing sizes of the sub-groups. Also be able to hold other activities, workshops and events.

+ Have fresh new members to help build CYL'’s legacy, participate in CYL'’s activities and events.

* Influence the upcoming generations to uphold and cherish their Chinese heritage. Including the
language, different art forms and activities.

* Remain one of the most successful and influential Chinese organisation in Australia.
* Increase our network with other organisations and companies.

» Extend our friendship to all across the world.
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